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The aim is to discuss the basic laws in which fascism emerges. These basic 

guidelines, if you will, are determinant in distinguishing regimes and movements from 

being authoritarian, totalitarian, and in this case, fascist. With this being said, given that 

every fascist regime in history emerged under different circumstances and for different 

reasons, I argue, for this reason, fascism cannot be defined by one universal definition—it 

can only be described by using such laws. When examining the twenty first century 

reemergence of the radical right, I will identify the Alt Right as a neo-fascist movement 

by applying Payne’s Retrodictive Theory o f  Fascism, support each component of Payne’s 

theory through the social; cultural; political and psychological findings through the 

Marxist lens, and apply my Polar Opposite theory to properly place and identify the Alt 

Right on the political sphere.
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Introduction

What is fascism?

Unlike Europe in the early twentieth century, we now have the tools for an 

retrodictive1 approach to looking at Fascism. But how is Fascism defined? The following 

definitions are commonly circulating; according to the Webster Dictionary Fascism is 

defined as: a political philosophy, movement or regime that exalts nation and often race 

above the individual and that stands for a centralized autocratic government headed by a 

dictatorial leader, sever economic and social regimentation, and forcible suppression of 

opposition; according to Google Scholar- Fascism is defined as: extreme right-wing, 

authoritarian, or intolerant views or practice; the Cambridge and Oxford dictionaries 

define Fascism as: an authoritarian and nationalistic system of government and social 

organization with a political system based on a very powerful leader, state control of 

social and economic life and extreme pride in country and race, with no expression of 

political disagreement allowed. The importance of stating commonly found definitions of 

Fascism helps understand how people are capable or incapable of identifying these 

characteristics. While these definitions shed some light into understanding what Fascism 

means, they do not provide an in-depth analysis or examples to support their definitions. 

As a result, I do not believe Fascism can be defined, it can only be described. And 

through these descriptions can we compare current political models and identify whether 

or not they are fascist in nature or headed in the direction of.

1

1 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press. Chapter 15.



Describing Fascism

As previously mentioned, should Europe at the turn of the twentieth century had 

an applicable model, perhaps history would have played out differently. Stanley Payne 

describes Fascism, through a historical lens, and develops what he calls a “A Retrodictive 

Theory of Fascism” . Within in this theory there are five separate elements with each 

having distinctive characteristics. First, are the Cultural Factors, which include the 

following “preexisting comparatively strong currents of nationalism; perceived crisis in 

cultural values and strong influence or challenge of secularization”. Second, are the 

Political Factors, the following characteristics were found in each Fascist regime in the 

first half of the twentieth century, “a comparatively new state, not more than three 

generations old; a political system that temporarily approximates liberal democracy but 

has existed for no more than a single generation; a fragmented or seriously polarized 

party system; a significant prior political expression of nationalism, an apparent danger, 

either internally or externally, from the left; effective leadership; significant allies; and 

lastly, in order to triumph, a government that is at least semi-democratic at the time of 

direct transition to power”. Third are the Social Factors, are described as, “a situation of 

pronounced social tension or conflict; a large sector of workers and/or peasants-farmers 

that are either unrepresented, underrepresented, or outside the main party system; major 

middle-class discontent with the existing party system because either underrepresentation 

or major party/ electoral shifts; and an existence of a Jewish minority”. The last two 

elements are the Economic and International Factors. The Economic Factors only

2 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press. Pg 489.



include two characteristics, one being ‘an economic crisis of dislocation or of

underdevelopment, caused by or nominally imputable to war, defeat, or “foreign”

domination; and the second being a sufficient level of development in politics and

economics to have neutralized the military”. And lastly, we have International Factors,

where “a serious problem of status humiliation, major status striving, and/or

underdevelopment”; and most importantly, “the existence of a fascist role model”. There

is one point in particular that Payne makes after summarizes his theory and that is

“Fascism could not become a major force in countries where a reasonably nationalist

ideology or movement had not preceded it, at least by half a generation or more”3. In this

last point he comes to an alarming conclusion. In this is he suggesting there must be a

dormant and/or suppressed ideology lurking in the minds of a minority group in order for

the perfect storm, so-to-speak, of social and political events to ignite such a supportive

movement? Leon Trotsky believed this to be evident. In Trotsky’s “Last Article,”

published in Fourth International, October 1940, he gives both his “theoretical analysis

as well as [his] rich historical experience” that

Fascism is each time the final link of a specific political cycle composed of the 
following: the gravest crisis of the capitalist society; the growth of the 
radicalization of the working class; the growth of sympathy toward the working 
class and yearning for change on the part of the rural and urban petty bourgeoisie; 
the extreme confusion of the big bourgeoisie; its cowardly and treacherous 
maneuvers aimed at avoiding the revolutionary climax; the exhaustion of the 
proletariat, growing confusion and indifference; the aggravation of the social 
crisis; the despair o f the petty bourgeoisie, its yearning for change, the collective 
neurosis of the petty bourgeoisie, its readiness to believe in miracles; its readiness 
for violent measures; the growth of hostility toward the proletariat which has

3 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press. Pg 489.



deceived its expectations. These are the premises for a swift formation of a Fascist 
party and its victory4

After carefully examining these historical prerequisites to fascist rule, we must begin to 

look for present similarities. Whether we examine that last two decades of propaganda 

surrounding a failed capitalist system (American economy), the Conservative party’s 

rally around rural disenfranchised farmers, the dissolving middle class, the war on 

American values, the destruction of American society at the hands of criminal 

immigrants, the violent minorities or even the greedy labor unions; there must be a 

dialogue in which these striking similarities to those observed by Marxist theorists and 

evaluated by Payne are discussed.

My Argument

Fascism cannot be defined--it can only be described. I use Payne’s model of a 

Retrodictive Theory o f  Fascism to support this claim. The application of this model and 

analysis from various theorists will assist in the identification and classification of fascist 

movements. When examining the twenty first century reemergence of the radical right, I 

am concluding that the Alt Right as a neo-fascist movement. Payne’s Retrodictive Theory 

o f  Fascism model is the method in which I identify common denominators within fascist 

regimes in order to draw a conclusion that while all fascist movements and regimes are 

different, there are commonalities. It is with these commonalities, theoretical analysis and 

tactical antifascist work that can assist in properly identifying fascists.

The Examination

4

4 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 46.



The goals of this paper will be to look at the evolution of American Fascism and 

the reemergence of the radical Right and how it has manifested itself. I will carefully use 

Payne’s model and various Marxist’s theoretical analysis to draw similarities between the 

past and the present.

In the first chapter I will be looking at the history of fascism in the United States. 

To be clear, I will be discussing the radical right, the Ku Klux Klan and key players 

within the Nazi/neo-Nazi movement and identifying them as Fascists. The identification 

and clarification of these groups and key players assist in setting the foundation for 

supporting my argument and applying Payne’s model. Most importantly, I will draw 

similarities from the past with current social and political agendas in order to further 

support my claim. This chapter serves as a reminder that these individuals and groups 

existed, and the idea that fascism can in fact take hold in the United States—is something 

that should not be overlooked.

For the second chapter I will explicitly examine the Alt Right. The intention here 

will be to give historical context to the movement, name and describe their key players 

and elaborate on their overall platform. Interestingly enough, there are sub groups within 

the alt-right and their individual agendas may differ slightly, the overall theme of white 

supremacy and white nationalism, in every form that manifests itself into, is quite 

apparent. This difference in agenda and focus of division will further serve as support for 

my claim that there isn’t a universal definition that can be applied when labeling fascist 

behavior.

5



The third chapter serves as the in depth analysis o f Payne’s model and Marxists 

theory. Here, the historical links are made with scholarly prediction and my argument.

The theories are applied throughout various social and political elements of the ideology. 

My theory of Polar Opposite placement of fascism is discussed in more depth to shed 

light on how the Alt Right has uniquely used tactics of groups that do not share the same 

ideological platform. Lastly, is the summary of findings and my position on the matter.

Lastly, I will discuss why understanding fascist development in society and 

proper identification is important. Place emphasis on how close the United States has 

come to fascism by discussing the popularity throughout history. A summarization of the 

importance of identification tools like Payne’s model, the application of theories and 

recognition of AntiFa work. A mention as to the weakness of the liberal left in American 

society as it fails to combat fascist behavior; the discussion of the failed liberal left in its 

attempts to combat the issue of rising fascism and the demonization of antifascist work 

will be discussed in more detail as I truly feel is a contributing force to the rapid growth 

of the alt-right. Furthermore, a prediction of where are we headed. In this chapter I will 

restate my position and give my final analysis of what can be done in our current political 

climate.

Literature Review

For my thesis I will be examining fascism through a Marxist lens as well as 

Stanley Payne’s model of Retrodictive Theory of Fascism. My analysis will be supported

6



by historical and contemporary approaches along with supplemental social; cultural; 

political and psychological examples from the various theorists and social scientists. I 

will also be using as somewhat unconventional source. As the social circumstances in 

which political groups and the elites alike fail to properly identify and describe 

themselves, it is imperative to harness information from intellectuals on the ground who 

combat fascism frequently. With this, I have chosen to utilize the validated 

investigational work of the western hemisphere anti-fascists. Their acquirement of fascist 

information and monitoring of fascist activity, serve as real time analysis of the true 

scope of twenty first century fascism. It is to be noted, the anti-fascists do not supply a 

theory for fascism, as supplying a theory would imply some sort of school of thought and 

thus political affiliation; but rather simply state facts on various groups they encounter. 

This information will be analyzed through Payne’s model and the various theories.

Laws o f Fascism

Fascism is often used to describe authoritarian and totalitarian regimes, but this is 

incorrect. Fascism in its own right differs from authoritarian regimes by its capabilities to 

organize along with its distinctive ideology and goals to infiltrate and control all of 

society5. This misuse of terms has further complicated the already difficult task of

5 Huntington, S. P. (1991). The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth
Century. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. Pg 292.



obtaining a conceptual clarification of the term6. Furthermore, the task of defining 

fascism is not what the aim is here. The aim is to discuss the basic laws in which fascism 

emerges from. These basic guidelines, if you will, are determinant in distinguishing 

regimes and movements from being authoritarian, totalitarian, and in this case, fascist. 

With this being said, given that every fascist regime in history emerged under different 

circumstances and for different reasons, I argue, for this reason, fascism cannot be 

defined by one universal definition—it can only be described by using such laws.

These laws serve as a guideline in correctly identifying and predicting past, recent 

and future fascist movements and regimes. The difference between a regime and a 

movement here is the regime is made up of the political elite at the state level, whereas a 

movement is made up of individuals at all levels mobilizing within the same ideological 

frame for a sustained amount of time with the goals of manifesting their agenda on a vast 

social scale. According to Payne, a movement directly refers to a group who has an
n  4

external example and mimics behavior while adopting the ideology. Therefore, in 

discussing fascism in this work, I am referring to a movement not a regime.

Fascist Theories

During the fascist era in Europe, Trotsky had an opportunity to theorize in real 

time. Trotsky describes the fascist movement in Italy as a spontaneous movement of the 

masses led and financed by the elite capitalists who were accomplished in mobilizing the

6 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 442.
7 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 493.



petty bourgeoisie, the sum proletariat, and the proletariat masses8. This was directly 

possible due in large part to Mussolini being an influential voice within the Socialist 

movement. As a result of the Italian case9, he contends the “genuine basis for fascism is 

the petty bourgeoisie”10, this argument is to be noted as the petty bourgeoisie like the 

lower middle-class in twenty first century United States, fancy themselves as temporarily 

in economic discomfort and seek to one day share the ranks of the high bourgeoisie, or in 

the case of the Americans, will too one day become millionaires. This economic and 

social status hope is the powerful force that allows for the petty bourgeoisie and 

proletariat masses to be subject to false promises of economic stability and social status. 

Thus, leaving them vulnerable to social movements that appear to be offering such an 

opportunity.

In Spain, Trotsky observed the difference in which Primo de Rivera assumed 

power in comparison to Mussolini. Unlike Mussolini, Primo de Rivera was an aristocrat 

and already assumed the trust of many financial elites. Essentially he was able to skip the 

grass movement-esque ground work that Mussolini had under his belt and assume power 

by gaining control of the state military and, thus over throwing the government in a 

violent manner. It is important to note that Mussolini never fully gained the support of the 

military as there were looming issues between the fascist militia and the established state 

military.

8 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 11.
9 As a result of the large number of petty bourgeoisie
10 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 11.
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Like in Italy, Germany had a large base of petty bourgeoisie throughout its 

developed cities and peasant communities. According to Trotsky, this also served as a 

useful base for fascism to mobilize within. As a result, “it may be said.. .that the new 

middle class, the functionaries of the state, the private administrators, etc., can constitute 

such a base”11.

Further examining this base Trotsky describes. The bourgeoisie are the economic 

key holders to society. They serve as the masters of capital, whether this capital is 

natural, social, cultural and or human. For this reason, the petty bourgeoisie both loathe 

and envy the bourgeoisie. The envy in particular, I argue, is the determining factor that 

allow such groups to support fascist ideology as it promises to eradicate the symptoms 

that keep them petty rather than within the actual high class. It goes without saying that 

the petty bourgeoisie is exploited. They represent a disenfranchised class of society who 

lack agency of themselves as a result of the stronghold of the bourgeoisie, yet they lend 

support. Trotsky focusses on the significance of the petty bourgeoisie over the slum 

proletariat and the proletariat masses more as, how I understand it to be, as a result of the 

concentration of masses within the cities verses scattered along the country side and 

essentially unreachable on a daily basis. He further explains the significance of 

recognizing and acknowledging the psychology of the middle class in Europe. As 

previously mentioned in the description of their social existence, there are an exploited 

and disenfranchised group, so for fascism to appear and provide a perceived outlet from 

their existence, the petty bourgeoisie accept the propaganda to be real. Trotsky discusses

11 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT:
Martino Publishing. Pg 12.



many reasons in which fascism is quite appealing, but highlights three main ones. The 

first being “fascism unites and arms the scattered masses”, this desire for community and 

social unity arrive in the wake of alienation beginning to take hold; furthermore, arming 

the scattered masses offer an inclusive outlet to the movement and thus a sense of power. 

The second appeal comes in the form of a charismatic leader, [they] “need a ‘leader’ who 

inspires with confidence” an almost Freudian sense of being led by an individual they 

wish they could be. And lastly, and a slight extension of the first is, fascism “gives the 

petty bourgeoisie the illusion of being an independent force” 12As previously mentioned, 

the petty bourgeoisie seek to be equal to the bourgeoisie and are discontent with having 

masters. Fascism, although being a bourgeois movement, supplies the illusion of freedom 

and power at the mass level. This psychological approach will be expanded on in the 

review of Theodore Adorno.

After his examination of the base, he looks at the decline o f capitalism as a 

catalyst for fascism. For Trotsky, the decline of capitalism, or the beginning of the

decline, comes in the form of the formation of labor unions, suffrage laws, and various

• 1 ̂  • • • forms of proletariat democracy . During the nineteen thirties, these formations and

progressions appeared revolutionary as they were all an upfront to bourgeois capitalism

and control. This theory of fascism is the result of capitalism in decline, is the basis for

Marxists theory as it pertains to fascism. For Marxists, fascism is the logically the last

stage of capitalist development.

12 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 17-18.
13 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 15.



For Walter Benjamin, “the logical result of fascism is the introduction of 

aesthetics into political life”14, these aesthetics, according to political theory, encompass 

both the beautiful and ugly elements of life. Fascism allows for the introduction and 

normalization of the ugly in political life as compensation for the beautiful. The 

aesthetics are the manifestations of minds that have suffered alienation and control. A 

more in-depth analysis of general Marxists theory that fascism is the result of capitalism 

in decline, Benjamin supplies an example for such fascist appeal when discussing the 

current state of the production machine “If the natural utilization of productive forces is 

impeded by the property system, the increase of technical devices, in speed, and in the 

sources of energy will press for an unnatural utilization”15. What Benjamin is saying, is 

the modem development of technology has not been incorporated properly into the 

society’s workforce, the result is vast mechanical production; an abundance of human 

capital; high unemployment and zero markets to employ them16. This is where the decline 

in human capital within capitalism becomes fascist. According to Benjamin, fascism taps 

into the desire for beauty and freedom. ‘“ Fiat ars—pereat mundus17,’ says fascism, 

and,.. .expects war to supply the artistic gratification of a sense perception that has been 

changed by technology”, this humanistic gratification removed ffom the lack of owning 

your own labor manifests itself through the aesthetics of fascism. Fascism renders

14 Benjamin, W., & Arendt, H. (1968). Illuminations. New York: Schocken Books. Pg
241.
15 Benjamin, W., & Arendt, H. (1968). Illuminations. New York: Schocken Books. Pg
242.
16 To expand, war becomes logical as it both regulates population and employs the 
abundance of labor
17 “Let art be created, though the world parish”

12



aesthetics to their advantage. Fascists consciously or even subconsciously recognize the 

vulnerability of the masses as a result of their discontent and alienation, and thus 

incorporate and promote beauty and art as a distraction so they can continue to exploit the 

masses and further their agenda.

Like Trotsky and Benjamin, Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer discuss the 

psychology of the petty bourgeoisie. While Benjamin examines the masses as through 

their vulnerability to fascist aesthetic propaganda, Adorno and Horkheimer use Freudian 

psychoanalysis to examine rationality within fascist group dynamics, and the lack there

of. They claim the culture industry and fascist propaganda are “psychoanalysis in
1 0  t

reverse” , essential they are saying fascist propaganda has mastered the age old parental 

tool of reverse psychology to reach their end of social dominance. Like Trotsky and 

Benjamin who discuss bourgeois manipulation in various forms, Adorno and Horkheimer 

present the psychoanalytical approach to understanding the appeal and support for 

fascism. Similar to Trotsky, they present too discuss group unity and the desire for 

leadership. The “unity trick” as they call it, takes the Trotsky unification theory one step 

further. After unity, of some form, has been accomplished, the “unity trick” is the idea 

that promotes social divisions by identifying outsiders as different, while down playing 

the differences within their own group in order to maintain the unification. The second 

similarity is the desire for leadership. Here they expand on this theory as well as to 

present what they call the “hierarchal element”. This element explains both unity and

18 Arato, A., & Gebhardt, E. (1978). The esstential Frankfurt School reader. New York,
NY: Urizen Books. Adorno “Freudian theory and the pattern of fascist propaganda” Pg
118.



leadership, the idea is the petty bourgeoisie recognize the hierarchal structure, but, at the 

same time view themselves as the leaders’ equals. This equality stems from the 

empowerment of the masses by the fascists discussed by Trotsky.

The importance of discussing the variations of Marxist analysis on fascism is to 

support the argument that fascism is indeed influenced by the decline of capitalism. I 

carefully use influenced as there are many factors in which play a large role in the 

development of such a movement. As previously stated, there are Laws o f  Fascism. These 

laws, if you will, are guidelines to identification and are not meant to provide a definition. 

My argument for incorporating such different Marxists approaches is to suggest that, yes, 

while there are laws, like the Retrodictive Theory o f  Fascism19 model presented by social 

scientist Stanley Payne, the social; political; cultural; and psychological theories 

presented by the scholars above, serve as supplemental social explanation.

On the other-hand, according to Payne, in regards to the capitalism in decline as a 

major catalyst for the formation of fascism, he argues that understanding fascism it is not 

that simple. Like Trotsky, Payne does not attempt to define fascism. In fact, he makes the 

claim that “no consensus has ever been achieved concerning an explanatory interpretation 

or theory, or even a complete and precise definition”20. There are thirteen categories in 

which fascism has been described according to Payne. The first one being “a violent 

dictorial agent of bourgeois capitalism”, or in other words, the official Communist 

ideological position until the nineteen seventies. This category, as previously discussed,

19 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 489.
20 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 443.

14



contends that fascism is to be understood through the lens of Marxist theory in that 

fascism is the agent of capitalism; big business; behind the bourgeoisie; and state 

monopoly capitalism and its manifestations . As this theory progressed, it evolved into 

what Marxists called “panfascism”. Panfascism is described as the instrument of finance 

capital and that all other forces serving capitalism were also objectively fascist. Walter 

Benjamin, around the same time this theory emerged amongst Marxists alike, would add 

to this category further explaining how fascism is in fact that final state of capitalism in 

which the political itself becomes a commodity22. The second category is “a unique 

radicalization of the middle class”. Whereas the first category was a communist idea of 

what fascism is, this second category is the sociologists approach to the creation of fascist 

movements. This argument suggests that it is the middle class who mobilize against the 

bourgeoisie or national elite in order to create an opportunity for themselves without the 

constraints of the bourgeoisie. According to Payne, this category sheds light into the 

organizing of the middle class in fascism. He goes to also add that while this category 

assists in understanding fascism, it too is not an adequate explanation of the phenomenon. 

The third category being “fascism as a twentieth century form of Bonapartism”. This 

category remains within the theme of Marxist theory as it is derived from Marx and 

Engels themselves. Later, Socialist theorists would use their understanding of 

“Bonapartism” as a way to describe fascist movements during this time. This theory 

suggests the breakdown of social domination and the rise of social crisis would “cancel

21 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 443.
22 Koepnick, L. (1999). Walter Benjamin and the Aesthetics o f  Power. London:
University of Nebraska Press. Pg 200.
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themselves out and make a dictatorship free of class domination” possible. This 

breakdown in class dominance served to be especially helpful in Nazi Germany23. The 

fourth category is the idea that fascism is a “typical manifestation of twentieth century 

totalitarianism”24. This category would be the beginning of the break away from Marxist 

analysis of fascism. In fact, this theory goes as far as to compare the Bolshevik 

movement as “Left fascism” and fascism as “Right Bolshevism”25. Furthermore, as this 

category developed and was applied during and to the end of the nineteen sixties26, it was 

more apparent that, in fact, totalitarianism possessed its own distinctive characteristics 

that differed from fascism. The fifth category would identify fascism as a “new form of 

authoritarian polyocracy”. It attempts to explain how fascism has emerged from the 

combination of the destruction of power over the class structure and the strength of 

capitalism as a result of a fascist ideology fueling its success. As Payne explained, this 

theory “viewed fascism as an exceptional regime of capitalism and rejected the 

Bonapartist thesis for attributing too much autonomy and central power to the fascist 

state”27. The sixth category is the thesis that “fascism is a cultural revolution”. Payne 

summarizes George L. Mosses’ idea that fascism was not a violent reactionary position, 

but rather a cultural tool used to develop what he described as a “new man” free from the

23 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 446.
24 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 447.
25 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 447.
26 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 448.
27 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 450.



poisonous constraints of the “liberal culture of the nineteenth century”28. This theory 

would serve to be one of the original justifications for neo-fascist movements in the 

twenty century. The seventh category is “fascism as a product of cultural, moral or

» 9 Qsocialpsychological pathologies” . This theory begins to examine the significance of 

morals and values in society. It argues that fascism is a result of such a disconnect and 

breakdown amongst the masses which leads to a specific condition, a “decaying of 

middle class society”30. This theory in and of itself, like the previous ones, is not a 

complete understanding of fascism, but it does however, assist in explaining the 

significance of culture relations in society along with the weight morals and values have 

on contributing to the evolution towards fascist movements. The eighth category is 

“fascism as the product of the rise of amorphous masses”31. This theory speaks to the 

original thesis discussing the mobilization of the petty bourgeoisie, slum proletariat and 

the proletariat. The theory contends that appealing to the “masses”, and the masses being 

vastly uneducated and driven by quick fixes rather than long term sustainment, is 

successful by exploiting the reactionary nature of these groups and appeals to their 

superficial wants and desires. Payne’s reading of this theory finds a problematic feature 

in defining who exactly constitute as the “masses” and thus, for him, is not a viable thesis 

for fully understanding fascism. The ninth category is describing fascism as merely a

28 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 451.
29 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 451.
30 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 453.
31 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 454.
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“consequence of unique national histories” . This theory suggests that in the case of Italy 

and Spain, it was their distinctive way of life and historical conditions that paved the way 

for such a phenomenon. However, this approach is problematic in it fails to supply an 

explanation for the remaining fascist movements during the same time period. This is not 

an adequate thesis for understanding how fascist regimes emerge. The tenth category 

describes fascism “as a reaction against modernization”33. This theory was one of the 

original ideas that emerged when analyzing fascist ideology. The argument suggests that 

fascism is pushing back against Western liberal ideas in order to preserve a traditionalist 

society. On the other hand, the eleventh category is the opposite. It suggests “fascism as 

modernization or a stage of socioeconomic growth”. That technology and other forms of 

modernization serve as a means to a fascist end. The twelfth category is “fascism as a 

unique metapolitical phenomenon”. Here Payne summarizes Ernst Nolte’s claim that the 

unique metapolitical phenomenon is compiled of “political, cultural and ideological”34 

factors that aim to create what Nolte describes as a “new order” for the revolutionary 

right. This theory examines the significance of these social factors and aspirations when 

attempting to understand a fascist or neo fascist movement. The understanding and 

identifying of such movements aspirations allow for a further understanding. The last 

category examines the “denial that generic fascism can be defined”. This category 

examines the idea that there can, in fact, be a common description as all fascist

32 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 455.
33 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 455.
34 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 459.
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movements, even if they are very different, still possess commonalities. The argument 

this theory is attempting to make is—it is possible to identify fascism by applying a 

generic conceptual model while being mindful that in every instance there will be 

variations, but those instances do not and should not discredit the findings.

A further examination of generic fascism exposes its limitations. For example, as 

mentioned in my thesis, there has not been two identical fascist regimes, with that said, 

Payne examines the many variations in fascism. He lists five variations that history has 

shown us. The first being paradigmatic, which was found primarily in Italy and appeared 

later in countries like France; England; Belgium; Austria; Hungary; Romania; and Brazil. 

The second is extreme or radical, this variation was most dominant in Italy and Germany, 

but also had traces in Scandinavia and Hungary as well. The third being a traditionalist 

form of fascism, this variation was found in religious states like Spain and Italy. The 

fourth type is semireligious, was found within the Romanian movement, it should be 

noted that it was the only one of its kind to be found in an orthodox country. And lastly 

was the moderate and pragmatic variation found in Hungary35. Along with these 

variations come the task of comparing and contrasting every fascist, neo-fascist and 

would be fascist movements and try and decipher who the real fascists are. Payne 

maintains, “given these limitations, it is doubtful that fascism can be genetically defined 

through a regime structure that was typically and fully fascist”, these definitional 

limitations further support the claim that fascism cannot be defined, it can only be 

described.
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Polar Opposites

Fascist Polar Theory is the counter argument to Seymour Lipset’s claim that 

fascism is the “radicalism of the center”36. My theory suggests that, in fact, the polar 

opposite is true. Imagining the political ideological spectrum in spherical form allows the 

polar opposite of centrism to fall between communism and the authoritarian right rather 

than between American Democratic and Republican party platforms. The deconstruction 

of the traditional spectrum allows for an opportunity to explain phenomena like “Red 

Fascists” and the “Alt-Right” who both incorporate elements of the extreme left and 

right. It makes it difficult to conceptualize how fascist and or neo-fascist movements can 

have elements of both spectrums when only examining their ideologies one end to 

another. The sphere, where the spectrum bends to unite, is the answer to understanding 

this odd marriage of ideas.

The models, tactics, theories and scholarly work behind fascism will serve as 

tools for identification and support throughout the thesis’ examination of fascism. My 

claim that fascism cannot be defined—it can only be described, will also be supported 

and proven by the tools listed above.

History of United States Fascism

During the 1970’s, American citizens learned of the secret ties between the sacred 

American companies—General Motors and Fords’ cooperation with Nazi Germany.

36 Lipset, S. M. (1960). Political Man: the social bases o f  politics. Garden City, NY: 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. Pg 175.
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Companies synonymous with American values and innovation weren’t supposed to be

making deals and receiving medals from high officials within the Nazi party, but they

indeed were (Dobbs 1998). Prior to the 1970’s there were but a few popular figures who

supported the Nazi’s or sympathized with fascist ideology. Prior to David Duke’s

membership of the American Nazi Party in the 1970’s, there was one other notable

American who not only sympathized with the Nazi struggle, but attempted to spread the

ideology that he so truly believed in. Seward Collins was founder and editor of the

conservative journal The American Review and a self-proclaimed fascist. Along with his

public identification, he made it no secret how he admired Benito Mussolini and Adolf

Hitler (Underwood 2003,242). Collins described the importance of the periodical as

... to give greater currency to the ideas of a number of groups and individuals who 
are radically critical of conditions prevalent in the modem world, but launch their 
criticism from a "traditionalist" basis: from the basis of a firm grasp on the 
immense body of experience accumulated by men in the past, and the insight 
which this knowledge affords. The magazine is a response to the widespread and 
growing feeling that the forces and principles which have produced the modem 
chaos are incapable of yielding any solution; that the only hope is a return to 
fundamentals and tested principles which have been largely pushed aside37

Within the 4 years the magazine was in print there were various contributors that ranged 

from fascist sympathizers to university scholars.38

The sympathy, support or identifying as fascist did not stop with the end of the 

magazine. In 1959 George Lincoln Rockwell, a United States Navy Commander, founded 

the American Nazi Party?9 According to Rockwell, the party was founded as a result of 

his discontent with the leadership and direction of the United States along with his theory
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that the civil rights movement, among many other things, was being led by ‘Jewish 

communist interests’ in order to destroy American culture. He also had a strong belief 

that “all blacks should be deported to Africa and every Jew dispossessed and sterilized. 

He further believed that "traitors" such as former Presidents Harry Truman and Dwight 

Eisenhower should be hanged” (BBC 2005).

As previously stated, David Duke, aside from being an active member in the Ku 

Klux Klan, was an open member of the American Nazi Party. As a more contemporary 

figure, Duke has managed to maintain a place in popular culture as he has been very 

active in the political scene40. A revered Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan—leading 

televised rallies and speeches; he has more recently been an active member in the far 

right movement to [then] get Donald Trump elected as President of the United States. 

“And while some of the “alt-right’s” leaders are maneuvering away from figures that 

once defined the American extreme right, such as David Duke, he also created the 

political and ideological road map on which the newer movement has set its course”41, 

although alt-right stars like Yionnapoulos claim to have no ties with him or his rhetoric, 

they cannot deny his contribution to the ideology behind the movement.

Another philosophical inspiration42 for the alt-right is Jared Taylor. Taylor 

founded the online magazine American Renaissance in October of 1990 and the site
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m
40 successfully ran and won a seat in the senate representing the state of Louisiana
41 http://forward.com/news/national/348361/how-david-duke-paved-the-way-for-the-alt- 
right-and-donald-trump/
42 RCA 2017
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published monthly articles until 201243. Even though the site hasn’t published anything

since 2012, it still provides a platform for political commentary podcasts, resource links

and is used as an archive for retrieving posts during its active years. American

Renaissance proclaim their beliefs on race to be

Race is an important aspect of individual and group identity. Of all the fault lines 
that divide society—language, religion, class, ideology—it is the most prominent 
and divisive. Race and racial conflict are at the heart of some of the most serious 
challenges the Western World faces in the 21st century.
The problems of race cannot be solved without adequate understanding. Attempts 
to gloss over the significance of race or even to deny its reality only make 
problems worse. Progress requires the study of all aspects of race, whether 
historical, cultural, or biological. This approach is known as race realism44

Race realism, according to Taylor, is the universal understandings of race and race

relations during and prior to the 1950’s. To some degree Taylor is making a similar claim

as Rockwell did, when Rockwell pinpointed the origins of perversion of the White

American culture to be during and after the civil rights movement. This race realism is

summarized by Taylor as

That race is an important aspect of individual and group identity, that different 
races build different societies that reflect their natures, and that it is entirely 
normal for whites (or for people of any other race) to want to be the majority race 
in their own homeland. If whites permit themselves to become a minority 
population, they will lose their civilization, their heritage, and even their existence 
as a distinct people45

Taylor goes further to point out that “all other groups take it for granted that they have a 

right to speak out in their own interests. Only whites have lost this conviction”46. This

43 American Renaissance.com ‘Who are we’
44 American Renaissance.com ‘What we believe’
45 American Renaissance.com ‘Philosophy of Race Realism’
46 American Renaissance.com ‘Philosophy of Race Realism’



point in particular is monumental in the arguments put forth by the alt-right. This 

defensive position that suggests not only are Whites becoming a minority through a 

cultural cleanse at the hands of foreigners, but the they have been stripped of their rights 

to fight back against it—a sort of reverse-fascism argument. Reverse-fascist in that they 

attempt to justify their racist, violent actions and demonize anti-fascists who shut it down. 

Similar to the reverse-racism argument.

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Taylor possesses every trait of a 

neo-fascist except one, he is not an anti-Semite. I would assert that his lack of anti- 

Semitism does not disqualify him as a contemporary American neo-fascist, especially 

given his philosophical stand point and work with the far Right movement. His annual 

conferences (American Renaissance Conference) are not only geared toward discussing 

the “what’s new” in the fight for white nationalism, but hosts active and inactive Ku Klux 

Klan members, Neo-Nazi groups and individual self-proclaimed White supremacists— 

serve as proof of a shared ideology.

Lastly, and more recently, there is Walt Bismark. Bismark is an online pop- 

culture icon for the far Right. He is responsible for developing the first Pepe the Frog 

meme promoting racist talking points" , Greek and Roman busts as Western civilization 

defense icons and the ‘scheming Jew’ memes48. Bismark openly describes himself as a 

White nationalist, but not a Nazi, at the same time, he also has admitted to not only 

permit neo-fascist rhetoric around him, but openly agrees with it (Haskin 2016). He, like

47 cartoon frog used in online media slogans to promote racist and hateful messages. 
Placed on the Anti-Defamation League’s site as a racist symbol in 2016.
48 http ://pennpoliticalrevie w.org/2016/10/the-alt-right-is-unfortunately-here-to-stay/
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Taylor, are not free from contemporary fascist labels as they openly promote fascist 

ideology. Like Taylor, Bismark is anti-foreigner, anti-refugee, a pseudo-intellectual, 

white nationalist, white supremacist and misogynist. Unlike Taylor, Bismark is an anti- 

Semite and as described above, openly promotes negative connotations regarding 

stereotypical Jewish culture. Bismark goes further in solidifying his ideological 

disposition when “he [endorsed] Donald Trump and sees him as the inevitable “white 

identity candidate” for a world where race-mixing has become the norm, and calls for the 

creation of a whites-only state in North America” (Haskin 2016). Where the likes of 

Collins, Duke and Taylor are the philosophical icons of the far Right, Bismark is the 

indisputable cultural icon.

The individuals and groups listed represent the splash fascist ideology has made 

in modem United States history. Some of the early individuals have minimal mention in 

modem times and I would argue this lack of discussion of the past has further enabled 

such a reemergence. The point here is they existed, it has happened and it can happen 

again.

The Rise of the Alt-Right

Unraveling the riddles of the American right involves dissecting the twin and overlapping

legacies of Reagan and Goldwater... 

—E.J. Dionne Jr., Why the Right went Wrong
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Societies that embrace apocalyptic visions and seek through sacred violence to

implement them commit collective suicide...

—Chris Hedges, American Fascists

The “alt-right” has been identified as a pseudo political party (RCA 2017), 

cultural/countercultural movement (Wood 2017) and emerging social racial threat 

(Clinton 2016); but what is it? And who are they? According to the RCA (a collective of 

political activists and scholars), the alt-right “could be considered a political movement, 

but is primarily based on common culture cues such as mems, shared language, 

weaponized irony and misogyny” (RCA 2017). Their popularity and momentum can be 

attributed to internet sites such as 4chan49, 8chan50, MRA51 and popular forums amongst 

Gamergate proponents. The MRA or Men’s Rights Activist movement, for example, 

has become a large part of the alt-right platform and also coincides with the extremely 

misogynistic position of fascist ideology. According to an article written for Breitbart 

News in March of 2016, “the so-called online “manosphere,” the nemeses of left-wing 

feminism, quickly became one of the alt-right’s most distinctive constituencies. Gay 

masculinist author Jack Donovan, who edited Alternative Right’s gender articles, was an 

early advocate for incorporating masculinist principles in the alt-right” (Bokhari and

49 An online blog for sharing topics and narratives amongst the predominantly alt-right 
community
50 An online blog created after 4chan came under fire for Gamergate
51 Men’s Rights Activists’ internet blog dedicated to attacking feminist ideals
52 It is the fight between those who want to maintain the misogynistic undertones of video 
games verses those who are attempting to alter them. A culture war between those who 
want to culturally diversify video games, user identity politics and artistic recognition.
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Yiannopolous 2016). This, not-so-subtle, element of the alternative right platform begins

to lay the foundation for similarities between their “alternative to mainstream politics”

agenda and traditional fascist ideology.

Some active leaders and members of the alt-right describe “the origins of the

alternative right...in thinkers as diverse as Oswald Spengler, H.L Mencken, Julius Evola,

Sam Francis, and the paleoconservative movement that rallied around the presidential

campaigns of Pat Buchanan. The French New Right also serve as a source of inspiration

for many leaders of the alt-right” (Bokhari and Yiannopolous 2016). Of the “inspiring

diverse thinkers”, revered by the alt-right, is Julius Evola. Evola was an Italian Fascist

and the leading philosopher of European and American neo-Fascist movements. He was

close friends with the likes of Benito Mussolini53 and Heinrich Himmler54, who

according to the RCA, deeply admired and this admiration influenced his nationalist

agenda. Bokhari and Yiannopolous argue

there are many things that separate the alternative right from old-school 
racist skinheads (to whom they are often idiotically compared), but one thing 
stands out above all else: intelligence. Skinheads, by and large, are low- 
information, low-IQ thugs driven by the thrill of violence and tribal hatred. The 
alternative right are a much smarter group of people

this intelligence and intellectualism they speak of, more often than not, is rooted in 

“pseudo-scientific” works (RCA 2017). As a result of this stark difference between the 

alt-right and “old school racist skinheads”, Bokhari and Yiannopolous focus the message 

of their article to emphasize the intelligence level of those who claim to follow the alt-
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right movement or identify as such. This self-proclaimed intelligence superiority, further 

strengthens their beliefs in the pseudo-science practiced amongst alt-right driven 

platforms and self-identified scholars. The continued discrediting of peer reviewed 

science and the increase of information sites that promote this pseudo-science, has 

rapidly polarized their outlook of not only the scientific world, but the social too.

“The Third Position ”

The Alternative Right can be identified as “The Third Position” (RCA 2017). The 

RCA describes this political position as neither being Left or Right in affiliation, this 

position both rejects globalization and communism, blends elements of Left ideals, issues 

and rhetoric with a reactionary Right culture orientation. According to Bokhari and 

Yiannopolous, the diverse blend of alt-right supporters includes “isolationists, pro- 

Russians and ex-Ron Paul supporters frustrated with continued neoconservative 

domination of the Republican party [are] also drawn to the alt-right, [also] who are 

almost as likely as the anti-war left to object to overseas entanglements” (2016). Their 

politics are oriented around white supremacy, white exceptionalism, white nationalism, 

nativism and fascism (RCA 2017). In regards to religion, Richard Spencer, the creator of 

the alt-right platform, is a self-proclaimed atheist (Wood 2017), whereas subgroups 

within the political movement who have adapted the alternative right ideological 

platform, identify with contemporary fascist religious ideologies55 that contend “that

55 Neo-fascist religious ideologies: Odinism, Wotanism, Asatru, Neo-Pagan, Evolian 
Crypto fascism and Christian identity that explicitly denounces the relationship to the 
Jews.
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white people are the children of god(s) or other creator beings” (RCA 2017). Further

elements of this “Third Position” include the study of pseudo-scientific intellectualism.

This element is described by the RCA as “motivated by commitment to intellectual

“curiosity” and or “scholarship”” (RCA 2017). The platform for such scholarship and

intellectualism can be found on the sites listed above and more organized article and

essay sites like The Right Stuff56, Red Ice Media57, the National Policy Institute58 and

Breitbart News59. The National Policy Institute, for example, produces “academic”

publications that target “campus pc culture” and “cultural Marxism”; they focus on “race

science” and “inter-racial crime” (RCA 2017). These popular millennial sites and

“academic” think tanks appear to be targeting a specific generation in order to shift the

American core narrative of democracy to fascism. It is obvious as these sites are acting as

a central tool of indoctrination for lots of organizations60 focused on recruiting college-

age adults (RCA 2017). An example would be “Trump’s supporters skew old, but the alt-
♦

right’s warriors are Spencer’s age (he is 39) or younger. Millennials are rapidly 

untethering themselves from American values that until recently have been described as 

bedrock” (Wood 2017). These values include, but are not limited to, democracy and 

political and cultural diversity. In addition, Payne points out, “the social sector

56 A white nationalist blog founded by Mike Peinovich
57 An online radio podcast and news forum keeping readers/listeners up to date with the 
latest far right propaganda
58 Is a white supremacist think tank based in Alexandria, VA headed by Richard Spencer 
as of 2011
59 An online far-right American news site founded by Andrew Breitbart in 2007
60 like Patriot Prayer, Proud Boys, True Cascadia and Identity Europa have been seen 
flyering on campuses like the University of California and California State University 
campuses.
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proportionately most susceptible to lending support to fascist movements would seem to 

[be] university students, presumably a modem or modernizing class”, i.e. millennials 

(Payne 474).

In addition to the sites listed above is the defunct website Alternative Right, 

“AltemativeRight.com is an online magazine dedicated to heretical perspectives on 

society and culture—popular, high, and otherwise—particularly those informed by 

radical, traditionalist, and nationalist outlooks. Alt Right began life on March 1, 2010; It 

was founded and originally edited by Richard Spencer” (Alternative Right 2010). Even 

though the website was created in 2010, Richard Spencer had begun using the term “alt- 

right” in 2008 (Wood 2017). This term, however, did not gain national popularity until 

“on August 25,2016, in a scripted campaign speech, Hillary Clinton said that the Trump 

campaign didn’t represent “Republicanism as we have known it.. .an emerging racist 

ideology known as the alt-right.” With one major-party presidential nominee using his 

nomenclature, and the other accused of supporting his ideas, Spencer got famous” (Wood 

2017). Richard Spencer and Kevin DeAnna are the cofounders of the alt-right (Cox 

2016). Richard Spencer is the figure more popularized within the movement as a result of 

Hillary Clinton’s campaign speech where she mentioned the dangerous racism of the alt- 

right platform. In addition to scripted campaign mention, Spencer is the individual in the 

viral video clip who is getting punched in the ear by an Anti-fascist61. Prior to these two 

incidents, Spencer was only popular amongst his followers on the far Right. He has 

become the front man for the Alternative Right movement, this identification is not only
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self-proclaimed, but also identified by the media and political figures like Stephen 

Bannon. Bannon once described his website (Breitbart.com) as “the platform for the alt- 

right” (Cox 2016). Bannon became executive chair of Breitbart News in March of 2012 

and has recently returned to an active involvement at the site after his departure from the 

Trump cabinet (Breitbart 2017). Even though Bannon has played a role in providing a 

platform for the alt-right, he is a minimal factor in the mobilization of the ideology on the 

ground. It is the subgroups within the Alt Right movement who further the agenda and 

ideology as they have rallied around the ideas being put forth by Bannon and Spencer.

Sub-groups of the Alt-Right

Interestingly enough, there are sub groups within the alt-right and their individual

agendas differ slightly, but the overall theme of white supremacy and white nationalism,

in every form that manifests itself into, is quite apparent. One group in particular that is

gaining popularity among college students is Identity Evropa. This group defines itself as

a generation of awaken Europeans who have discovered we are a part of the great 
peoples, history, and civilization that flowed from the European continent. We 
reject the idea that our identities are mere abstractions to be deconstructed. We 
oppose those who would defame our history and rich cultural heritage. In a time 
where every other people are asserting their identity, without action, we will have 
no chance to resist our disposition

according to their website. The organization was established in March of 2016 and was 

founded by an ex-Marine by the name of Nathan Domigo who was discharged with an 

OTH (Other Than Honorable) for gun violence. After committing armed robbery, on 

what he presumed to be an Iraqi cab driver in 2007, he went to prison and calls “his
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experience in prison one of his greatest strengths, something that fundamentally shaped

the person he became. According to Damigo, in prison...upon the suggestion of a fellow

inmate, Damigo read David Duke’s My Awakening and became a committed ethno-

nationalist” (SPLC 2017). According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Damigo is a

violent White Nationalist who has held ranks in the American Freedom Party, “formerly

American Third Position, is a political party initially established by racist Southern

California skinheads that aims to deport immigrants and return the United States to white

rule” (SPLC 2017) and the National Youth Front, who primes young people for entry to

the American Freedom Party, and operates under the ideology of white nationalism. After

the Trump victory in November of 2016, Domigo stated on his Twitter account

“Everything that has happened since @DonaldTrump was declared the future president

shows that we are engaged in total war...[Trump]was the only candidate whose policies

would make America Whiter” (Branson-Potts 2016).

Another extension of the alt-right ideology is True Cascadia, they announce

themselves as “your foremost alt-right group in the pacific northwest” . Their mission

statement goes as follows

Promote a white ethnic consciousness in the pacific northwest and prevent, as 
well as reverse, the increasingly discriminatory policies enacted in opposition to 
whites in our own homelands. Encourage traditionalism by investing in traditional 
values, and stopping the degradation of white culture. Regain our sovereignty and 
prevent foreign influence on our people. Stop the continuation of non-white 
immigration into our communities and rebuild our sociocultural infrastructure

According to RCA, this Identity Evropa-esque organization operates on a
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bioregionalism/secessionist platform that seeks to “keep” the pacific northwest white. 

Their environmentalism is limited to traditional conservatism and nativism disguised as a 

concern for the conservation of “natural spaces” (RCA 2017). The members have close 

ties to alt-right media outlets like Red Ice who often interview and promote their agenda. 

It must be noted not all alt-right ideologically led organizations explicitly claim 

allegiance to the movement.

Patriot Prayer, led by organizational front-man Joey Gibson, is a perfect example 

of an organization who does not explicitly claim allegiance to the alt-right movement. 

However, they definitely possess elements of the alt-right agenda. The nationalist agenda 

is prevalent in their message; they interweave leftist’s ideals into their message as to 

appear “alternative” to mainstream politics and thus solely constitutionalist. They do, 

however, seek the same attention as Identity Evropa and American Vanguard in that they 

specifically target cities and schools that are typical Leftist in ideals to hold their rallies in 

order to incite confrontation-as was witnessed in Berkeley, CA during August of 2017 . 

Patriot Prayer appeals to Libertarians, Republicans and Neo-Fascists alike. The group 

has been welcomed at pro-Trump rallies and anti-communist/anti-Marxist gatherings. In 

an article written by the Columbian in July of 2017, set to understand this new breed of 

nationalist group; Randy Blazak, a hate crime specialist and teacher at the University of 

Oregon, discussed the complexity of Joey Gibson’s claim to be advocating for “god and 

freedom” not hate or white supremacy, he said “Gibson’s peaceful rhetoric is not 

unusual...there is a language game played on all political fronts. The language game puts

63 “free speech rally” organized by conservative student groups from University of 
California Berkeley

33



your side on the moral high ground,” he goes on to give an example of such controversial 

peaceful rhetoric, “by those standards, the KKK is a love group. They don’t hate 

anybody. They love white people” (Matarrese and Dake 2017). Joey Gibson and Patriot 

Prayer are an oddity amongst political organizations. Oddity in that they claim to be 

promoting one idea and yet attract the support of those who oppose his cries for “unity 

and peace”. A constant contradiction in his cries derive from his own words, “Gibson 

said he is driven by two forces: freedom and God. But he was also inspired by President 

Donald Trump. And one of his top goals is to “liberate the conservatives on the West 

Coast”” (Matarrese and Dake 2017). This “liberation” he speaks of cannot possibly be 

accomplished under his so-called devotion to “unity and peace” if he continues to model 

after tactics used by white nationalist groups, he cannot expect peace when inciting 

violence in areas he knowingly seeks to provoke.

Furthermore, it must be made clear this new emergence of a pseudo-party or 

alternative to conventional politics movement, is clearly nothing more than a mask to 

further the white nationalist, white supremacist and or nativist agenda to, as what the 

founders of the organizations above describe in their manifesto’s, “stopping the 

degradation of white culture”64, “make America Whiter”65 or “liberate the conservatives 

on the West Coast”66. The dominant demographics within the ranks of the movement 

seem to support the idea that the intent is to in fact “make America white again”. “They 

are mostly white, mostly male Middle-American radicals, who are unapologetically

64 True Cascadia website statement
65 Statement by Identity Evropa founder Nathan Domigo
66 Statement by Joey Gibson founder of Patriot Prayer
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embracing a new identity politics that prioritizes the interests of their own 

demographic... includes a preference for homogeneity over diversity, for stability over 

change, and for hierarchy and order over radical egalitarianism” (Bokhari and 

Yiannopolous 2016). The alt-right has created a platform for themselves and the 

momentum doesn’t seem to be slowing down.

This “alternative” being promoted here occasionally presents itself as a backward 

way of thinking, in fact—“fascism is in some way or another connected with a 

pathological interaction between modernity and backwardness”67. Anti-diversity, anti

feminism, traditionalism, nativism, misogyny and race supremacy are just some examples 

of the alt-rights’ struggle against social progress while appearing to be offering an 

alternative to the ideological Right status-quo.

As previously stated, the Alt Right is comprised of many different groups. Each 

group has formed for different reasons to serve a different purpose. The leaders of these 

groups come from different backgrounds to which is sometimes used as an example to 

shy away from them being fascist. The leaders of the Alt Right are also very different. 

Richard Spencer is a university educated young man from a middle class family; Stephen 

Bannon is a powerful and wealthy older man; Milo Yiannopolous is a homosexual; Joey 

Gibson is of mixed race and a veteran, and so-on. The point here is if there was to be a 

universal definition of a fascist leader or fascist movement it could not be applied. Even 

though each group and each leader promote fascist ideology, the definition would free 

them from such a label. Like the fascist regimes in the past, this lack of uniformity

67 Revelli, Marco, The Social Basis of European Fascist Movements, ed. D Muehlberger. 
New York 1987. Pg.l
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presents a problem with identification. As a result, organizations like the RCA become 

vital tools in identification.

The successful rise of the Alt Right is due in large part to the lack of proper 

identification. The guise of alternative to politics and people’s movement types of 

rhetoric have managed to keep hidden the underlining ideological platform that is neo- 

fascism.

In Theory

As discussed in the History chapter, the connection between twentieth and twenty 

first century American fascists and European fascists is important to recognize. When 

dealing with an ideology that aims to promote division and hate, the origins of method 

must be acknowledged. And this acknowledgement further provides support for 

description rather than definition. The American fascist model, as seen in the Rise o f  the 

Alt Right chapter, is unique in and of itself. There is a tendency to make fascism follow a 

universal model, and as is shown here, no two theorists completely agree on a definition. 

But it can be argued that there must be common denominators in which make 

identification possible.

Historically, as Trotsky; Benjamin; Adorno; and Horkheimer were able to analyze 

in real time, the study of fascism was easier to identify as it was fresh, new and self- 

proclaimed by its own leaders. But, in the twenty first century, this is not the case. As 

discussed in previous chapters, there are various popular definitions that are applied
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loosely, frequently and incorrectly. This false application of the term has assisted in the 

difficulty in identifying who or whom are fascist. As far as definitions go, Payne 

contends that fascism could only be applied to Nazism since it was the only regime that 

sustained power the longest. Even then the limitations within the imposed definition 

prove insufficient. For this reason, a broader approach to identifying fascism is needed.

As previously stated, Fascism is often used to describe authoritarian and 

totalitarian regimes, but this is incorrect. Fascism in its own right differs from 

authoritarian regimes by its capabilities to organize along with its distinctive ideology 

and goals to infiltrate and control all of society . This misuse of terms has further 

complicated the already difficult task of obtaining a conceptual clarification of the term69. 

Furthermore, the task of defining fascism is not what the aim is here. The aim is to 

discuss the basic laws in which fascism emerges. These basic guidelines, if you will, are 

determinant in distinguishing regimes and movements from being authoritarian, 

totalitarian, and in this case, fascist. With this being said, given that every fascist regime 

in history emerged under different circumstances and for different reasons, I argue, for 

this reason, fascism cannot be defined by one universal definition—it can only be 

described by using such laws.

These laws, being discussed, serve as a guideline in correctly identifying and 

predicting past, recent and future fascist movements and regimes. The difference between

68 Huntington, S. P. (1991). The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth 
Century. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. Pg 292.
69 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press.
Payne p442
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a regime and a movement here is the regime is made up of the political elite at the state 

level, whereas a movement is made up of individuals at all levels mobilizing within the 

same ideological frame for a sustained amount of time with the goals of manifesting their 

agenda on a vast social scale. According to Payne, a movement directly refers to a group

7ftwho has an external example and mimics behavior while adopting the ideology. 

Therefore, in discussing fascism in this work, I am referring to a movement not a regime.

When examining the twenty first century reemergence of the radical right, I will 

identify the Alt Right as a neo-fascist movement by applying Payne’s Retrodictive 

Theory of Fascism, support each component of Payne’s theory through the social; 

cultural; political and psychological findings through the Marxist lens, and apply my 

Polar Opposite theory to properly place and identify the Alt Right on the political sphere. 

Fascist Identity

In the nineteenth and early twentieth century, fascists identified themselves as 

such. Benito Mussolini was so proud to have coined a “fascist movement” that he even 

asserted that “fascism is not for export!”71 as to suggest the ideology and the manner in 

which he exercised his politics were exclusive to the Italians. But, just as Payne 

predicted, the loose identification of fascism is distorting the potential identification. He 

stated, “to call fascist any non-Marxist authoritarian system based on a single party and 

attempting to regulate a mixed economy...one may identify a considerable number of

70 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press.
Payne p493
71 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press.
Payne p463
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“fascist regimes” ... few of them, however, have had much to do with fascist movements

• • 77or the historic culture of fascism” . Just this very name assignment occurs. Because 

Hitler, for example, committed such atrocities—identifying the opposition as a fascist 

regime is used more as a slur than an actual identification tool. To the emotional 

individual, such identification can evolve from insult to fact. Thus the importance of the 

following model and analysis. As a result of this confusion and refusal to self-identify, 

the anti-fascist tools of identification through face to face contact and the use of advanced 

technology, in particular social media, we can begin to identify and categorize these 

individuals and movements.

A Retrodictive Theory o f Fascism

Payne’s summarizes his theory as, “an elucidation of the particular circumstances 

that would have to have existed” for the formation of a fascist movement, within the 

“cultural, political, social, economic and international” we can identify the circumstances 

that each movement experienced73. These elements within the theory will serve as an 

identification tool for neo-fascist movements like the Alt Right.

First the cultural element. The cultural element is comprised of fin de siecle 

hysteria; preexisting elements of nationalism; perceived cultural attack; and strong
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influence or challenge of secularization74. Examining the Alt Right and their justification 

for unification, we can see the where they fulfil the first element. The “Y2K bug”, was 

the scare behind the fin de siecle or turn of the century. Moreover, it was the concern all 

of the banks and technological systems weren’t going to be able to adjust to the change in 

dates, thus all the money was gone, no food can be produced and the economy was going 

to fail and bring on martial law etc. This hysteria led to depleted grocery stores, closed 

schools, and most importantly, introduced a new generation of conspiracy theorists. The 

second and third factors within the cultural element pertains to the Alt Right as well. The 

extreme nationalistic sentiment is the common thread throughout the Alt Right and 

various subgroups adopting the ideology. As will be discussed in the identification 

chapter of the Alt Right, extreme nationalism and defense of their culture, which they 

perceive being under attack, is the basis for the formation of their platform. The cultural 

element of the model is where Adorno and Horkheimer’s culture industry and fascist 

propaganda theory of “psychoanalysis in reverse”, or in other words, reverse psychology 

come into play. With the cultural element of Payne’s model lie four factors that support 

the element. In each factor, arguably, possess examples of external manipulation. An 

example of such manipulation is the idea of a perceived threat. A perceived threat is an 

intrinsic belief being expressed without facts to support it. With that said, the use of cues 

can influence such feelings which can become realities for the persons holding them. The 

Freudian theory of fascist utilization of reverse psychology, is a direct example of 

successful manipulation.
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Secondly, we examine the political element. This element contains the following 

eight factors: a comparatively new state, only three generations or so old; a liberal 

democracy; a polarized political party system; a significant prior political expression of 

nationalism; and apparent danger from the left; effective leadership; significant allies; 

and at least semi democratic75. America, as we recognize it to be, came about after the 

revolutionary war in 1783. American culture as we recognize it today didn’t come about 

until after the civil war in 1865.1 would argue, American political culture did not get a 

chance to develop in a unified manner until after the civil rights movement in 1968. For 

how can a political culture form if the whole community is not participating. In in 2017,1 

assert, American culture is within the three generational requirement, could I be proven 

wrong? The importance of elaborating on this position is to attempt to explain the new 

state factor within the political element. After 1968, legal participation in voting had been 

extended to all American citizens76, only then we were able to see how the state could 

reflect its citizens. After examining these dates, if the fascist ideology took ground in the 

United States in the early twentieth century, then we are well within the time frame of the 

first factor of the political element. The second factor being the existence of a new liberal 

democracy. Twenty first century American democracy is a liberal democracy and does 

not fit this section of criteria. The next factor is a polarized party system. When 

examining the politics of the Alt Right, it is quite apparent that they pull their ideological 

talking points from some of the most conservative right wing political positions. The two

75 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 489.
76 There were and are states who find loop holes, but for this argument I will be using the 
“official” date
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party system in the United States has become a competition on both sides of the isle as to 

who can be more extreme. This extreme ideological behavior has fostered the emergence 

of both extremists on the left and the right, the difference though, and should be noted, 

that the radical right has made the first move in creating a social movement. The next 

factor is a prior expression o f nationalism within the state. American nationalism is a 

direct response to its imperialistic behavior. Furthermore, nationalism as it is related to 

the Alt Right, is a response to the civil rights movement. The sense of losing a part of 

your nationhood by having to legally acknowledge the existence of groups that have been 

deemed undesirable, has led to the surge in White nationalist behavior. In fact, in every 

instance where there was a spike in White nationalist behavior, the time frame coincided 

with an ethnic event i.e. emancipation proclamation, the end of Jim Crow and the election 

of the first Black president of the United States11. The next factor is the apparent danger 

from the left. This factor is directly related to the previous two in that, the extremism 

within the Republican party and the progressive agenda of the left have made for a toxic 

combination resulting in radicalization of the masses on the right. This radicalized group 

feels supported by their polarized party and justifies their actions as they are defending 

their values which are perceived to be under attack. The next factor is an effective leader. 

This can be examined in a few different ways. Using Trotsky’s psychological analysis of 

the middle class we see the significance, and most importantly the “need”, of such a 

leader. According to him, the effectiveness of such a leader would depend on the level of 

charisma and confidence they possess. For Adorno and Horkheimer, the leader must not
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pose a threat. In fact, if the cues have taken hold, the masses will elect, admire and follow 

any leader that has successfully utilized reverse psychology. This point in particular 

clarifies confusion surrounding some of the political positions held by members of the 

Alt Right. Because of the success of such leaders, be they grassroots leadership or the 

President of the United States, the base is ready and willing to act against their best 

interest; this is a direct result of “psychoanalysis in reverse”. The seventh factor is the 

existence of significant allies. For a movement to have the power to be impactful, it must 

have significant elite allies in order to accomplish this. The elite validation, or support of 

the bourgeoisie, provides the appearance of validity. The Alt Right has the allegiance of 

the some of the highest ranked elites in the United States. Steve Bannon has publically 

taken credit for providing a platform for the movement and openly supports them. The 

President of the United States has neither condemned or condoned the public behavior of 

the Alt Right, but has controversially remained silent in regards to their blatant racism
>10

and violent behavior . The last factor within the political element is the semidemoratic 

government at the time of transition into fascism. This factor cannot be fully applied to 

the Alt Right as history is currently being played out. In the final discussion of the 

concluding chapter, I will reexamine this factor in more depth and provide support for my 

prediction.

The Third element of the model is the social circumstances. This is made up of 

the following four factors: pronounced social tension or conflict; unrepresented or 

underrepresented low-middle class; major middle class discontent with the political status

78 The murder of an anti-fascist at the hands of a self-proclaimed white supremacist and 
follower of the Alt Right at a rally in Charlotte, NC 2017
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quo; and the existence of a Jewish minority. Looking at the first factor, pronounced social 

tension or conflict, it can be said the social state of affairs in the United States are just as

• 70volatile as in the nineteen sixties. Generation X has witnessed mass political 

movements including the anti-war effort to current day police injustices. In addition, one 

of the most controversial presidential campaigns in history was ran on a divisive 

platform . As previously stated, Steve Bannon boasts about having a hand in promoting 

such propaganda on his political sites and on the campaign trail along-side Donald 

Trump. With war81, polarized political parties, a recent economic recession82, racial
O -J Q A

tensions at an all-time high , and an upcoming election ; the Trump campaign, Bannon, 

Spencer, and Yionnapolis, seized the opportunity to exploit the volatile masses and 

accelerated the Alt Right agenda. In addition to the first factor is the underrepresented or 

unrepresented working class factor of the social element. This factor piggy-backs off the 

previous one by identifying the conditions that allowed for such support from the 

proletariat. The recession along with the discontent with the political status quo also 

provided an ideal situation for the development of fascist ideology. The next factor also 

branches off of the previous one, being the underrepresentation or, lack there-of, of the 

middle class. For the Alt Right, exploiting the woes of the middle class has proven to be 

vital to their expansion efforts.

79 The generation bom between 1980-1990
80 Conclusion drawn from every speech Donald Trump has ever made
81 The continued presence in the middle east, in particular the “war on terror” declared in 
2003
82 Stock Market crash of 2007-2008
83 Beginning in 2008 as a result of the first Black United States President
84 the talks of who would run in 2016-2017



For the demographics of their organization is made up of white male college students; the
or

soccer mom ; white nationalists, political provocateurs like Milo Yiannopolis and Tomi 

Lauren; KKK members; veterans and garden variety racists. One could argue the Alt
o/-

Right is quite diverse . Identifying these demographics serve as an example of who the 

Alt Right appeal to and support the claim by anti-fascists that the group is in fact racist 

and promotes fascist ideology. The last factor within the social element is the existence of 

a Jewish minority. There is a Jewish population in the United States, 5.3 million or 1.4% 

to be exact87. And just like the platform of the KKK and Nazi party, the Alt Right accuses
oo

the Jewish community of “attempting to replace them” among other erroneous and 

groundless accusations. In addition to the Jewish minority, is the Muslim minority. The 

Alt Right, unlike their fascist predecessors, have chosen to focus some of their divisive 

and exclusionary tactics on the Muslim community and the Latinx immigrant community. 

This is precisely where Adomo and Horkheimer’s theory of the “unity trick” comes into 

play. This theory takes the Trotsky “unification” theory one step further. After unity, or 

some form of it, has been accomplished, the “unity trick” is the idea that promotes social 

divisions by identifying outsiders as different. Aside from the Jewish and Muslim 

community, the Alt Right has singled out the immigrant community, especially those
QQ

who arrive from Latin American and Muslim countries, social liberals , the left, the

or
middle class stay at home white woman

86 http://www.breitbart.com/tech/2016/03/29/an-establishment-conservatives-guide-to- 
the-alt-ri
87 according to the 2016 united states census report
88 “We Will Not Be Replaced” this chant is repeated at Alt Right marches and protests 
throughout the United States
89 Social liberalism is a center/left political position
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mainstream media, Hollywood and an array of other groups who have been identified as 

contributing to the dismantling of white American culture. One could say the Alt Right 

promotes unity by identifying the “others” in society.

The next element in the model is economic. This element is made up of two sub 

factors: one being an economic crisis as a result of war, defeat or foreign domination; and 

the second being the neutralization of the military as a result of the sufficient level of 

development in politics and economics90. The first factor is examined in two parts. First 

being a direct relationship to the social element, in particular—the social discontent with 

the political status quo as it relates to everyday life. The second part is the Marxist 

analysis. The Marxist position can be summarized as: fascism is the logical step 

following the decline of capitalism. It is not as simple as to say research and analysis can 

halt after we adopt this theory, and in fact, Marxists theorist will contend it is more 

complicated than that. However, the various theories incorporate the initial position and 

add social and psychological elements of observing fascist groups in order to explain how 

capitalism is, in fact, the x factor. His incorporation has provided a clearer identification 

model when observing potential fascist uprisings. The attention to economic behavior and 

fluctuation seem to be consistent across all historical fascist movements and can be 

argued as a catalyst for the mass mobility of the neo fascists in the United States.

The last element of the Retrodictive model is international circumstances. There 

are two factors within this element, the first is a significant status humiliation, striving for 

status or being underdeveloped; the second is an international existence of a fascist role
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model91. The argument the Alt Right make as it relates to this element, is the international 

economy taking advantage of American consumers. An example would be one of 

Trump’s campaign promises. He promised to stop globalization, even though it already 

occurs, repeal the North American Free Trade Agreement, commonly referred to as 

NAFTA and bring back American jobs as a way to combat the international consumer 

exploitation. While this example can coincide with the political and economic elements 

of the model as well, it is important to note the importance of weight this argument holds 

within the Alt Right’s international talking points. Lastly, the existence of a fascist role 

model. From early twentieth century self-proclaimed American fascists like Seward 

Collins who openly admired Mussolini and Hitler; to David Duke and the KKK’s 

worship of the Nazi’s and lastly, the idolization, by the Alt Right, of such contemporary 

European fascist like Julius Evola amongst others, provide support for identifying the 

underlying ideology behind their agenda.

After applying Payne’s model to some of the Alt Right’s platform and 

characteristics, the movement seems to fit the profile. Moreover, a Marxist theoretical 

analysis further provides support for each of the elements by filling in the gaps, so to 

speak, that Payne’s model leaves out in relation to understanding the psychological and 

capitalistic approach to group behavior and response to bourgeois cues.

To reiterate my original claim, the difficult task of identifying fascist movements 

come as a result of proper self-identification of the fascists themselves and the loose 

application of the term upon a vast majority of different types of social movements and
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regimes. The pressure of proper identification doesn’t begin to emerge until the second 

half of the twentieth century. Trotsky for example, applied the base line Marxist analysis 

and observed the behavior first hand, whereas Payne begins his analytical process amidst 

every undemocratic political regime and social movement being labeled fascist. But the 

Marxist model presented by Trotsky, in particular, is too narrow to be used as an 

appropriate identification tool. The simplicity of the equation consisting of the petty 

bourgeoisie and economic crisis only serves as support and not an adequate model. 

Moreover, the various arguments and claims regarding the analysis of fascism vary 

between scholars like Payne, Trotsky, Adorno, Horkheimer and Benjamin because of 

when they are applying their analysis. Each scholar is directly responding to a period in 

time in which a fascist regime is in power. As previously stated, since there aren’t any 

two fascist examples that are completely the same, this variation in analysis is explained. 

Since a clear cut definition of fascism is not applicable, the importance here is to properly 

identify neo fascist movements in order to prevent history from repeating itself. This tool 

of identification comes in the form of scholarly analysis and grassroots investigation. 

Thus, the importance of anti-fascist movements. While the application of Payne’s model 

and the support from the Marxist theorists are vital tools for identification, it is the tactics 

of AntiFa—with their methods of exposure and confrontation—that provide the evidence 

for a more accurate labeling of such groups.

After applying Payne’s model and utilizing the analytical and theoretical 

approaches of Trotsky, Benjamin, Adorno and Horkheimer, I come to the conclusion the 

Alt Right is a fascist movement. But how do we place a social phenomenon like the Alt
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Right on the political spectrum? The difficulty here lies in the Alt Right’s utilization of 

leftist approaches to organization. The extent to which they incorporate these 

characteristics will be further discussed in the following chapters, but for now I will 

explain my polar opposite theory to properly place the Alt Right. Seymour Lipset claims 

fascism is the result of the radicalization of the center. The center being the political 

ideology that lies between the United States Republican and Democratic Party platforms.

I agree and disagree. I agree in the radicalization of the center, but I disagree in where the 

center is located. A spectrum places various political positons between the extreme left 

and the extreme right, my argument is the area in which the Alt Right resides is between 

the extreme left and the extreme right. For this is the logical examination that explains the 

Alt Rights encompassing of leftist talking points and tactics, while maintaining the 

ideological position found in the extreme right. Hence, the polar opposite in a spherical 

analysis would place the Alt Right on the opposite side than suggested by Lipset.

Conclusion

Paying attention

The importance of understanding the history of fascism in the United States is to 

acknowledge that fascism is not only possible in the western hemisphere, but it is indeed 

possible in the United States. This fact is not widely accepted. Huntington would argue 

that American culture would not and could not produce such an extreme and Payne is 

close behind him when he contends “the enormous cultural, social and economic 

changes, together with the lengthy development of democratic systems, makes anything
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O'}genuinely resembling historic fascism almost impossible” . But I would argue in support 

of Payne’s “almost”. As we have seen in the previous chapters, and as stated in the 

introduction, there have not been two fascist regimes or movements that have been 

identical in nature and origin. This indisputable fact overwhelmingly supports possibility 

in regions where scholars claim fascism could not take hold. This possibility is reflective 

of Payne’s “almost” and should not be underestimated.

Aside from acknowledging fascist possibilities, we must become comfortable 

with utilizing all tools of identification. It is not enough to apply a universal definition of 

fascism when examining a group or person. The theoretical framework used in 

understanding fascist behavior and the social response must be explored in every possible 

instance in order to ensure proper identification is occurring. While Payne’s theoretical 

model assists in providing an understanding as to what common denominators exist, the 

examination must go one step further.

This step further consists of the theorists explored within this examination. The 

psychological approach, discussed by Adorno and Horkheimer, to identifying 

manipulative behavior is key in identifying the genesis of a possible fascist regime. Their 

tool of identification and explanation allows for a critical examination of regime-citizen 

relations. Further reading of Adorno and Horkheimer reveal a logical response from 

individuals when deciding to follow such leaders. This rational response to cues from 

elites supports their psychoanalytical thesis in understanding the rational choices of the 

masses. Moreover, Trotsky argues similarly to Adorno and Horkheimer, that “fascism
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comes only when the working class shows complete incapacity to take into its own hands 

the fate of society” . This incapacity is directly related to the inability to differentiate 

between psychological manipulation through cues by the elites and their own best 

interests. Benjamin would add this incapacity is driven by the underlining desire for 

fascism through the gratification by commodification. In all three examinations, the 

masses are vulnerable to fascist susceptibility. Applying models like the Retrodictive 

Theory, serves well for tangible evidence, but here it is shown how the theoretical 

examination supports such models of identification.

The tools and theories listed above must be adopted in seeking to identify fascists 

and fascist behavior. AntiFa has proven to be utilizing such tools in their grassroots work 

in combating fascist uprisings. Neo-fascism has emerged with the creation of the A1 

Right. And with this emergence there has been a spike in AntiFa work around the world 

and in the United States. This blanketed term to identify any and all who combat fascism 

has led to the increase of those who choose to sympathize with the cause of socially 

identifying fascists in their community. It is important that anti-fascist work continue in 

allowing for the public to know if there are groups who seek to promote fascist ideologies 

in their communities. For without AntiFa, the knowledge on how many groups and 

individuals existing and forming, would be less known to the community at large and 

thus providing opportunities for the ideology to spread.

Weakness on the “Left”

93 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT:
Martino Publishing. Pg 44.



There is a lack of solidarity with AntiFa coming from the liberal left in the United 

States. There is public condemning of antifascist work by the elites on both the left and 

the right that has assisted in the fascist Alt Right to gain further traction in the 

communities within the country. But why? What is the paradox here? The liberal left in 

the United States is arguably centrists in political nature. The progressive approach to 

politics has led to this paradox of lack of solidarity. The liberal or progressive seeks 

social change through a non-violent means. This non-violent means is a tool used by the 

liberal or progressive to appeal to the regime or elites for remedies to social and political 

issues. “The strategies and tactics of this reformist left is to seek the state for remedies”94, 

this non-violent exchange for remedies has empowered the state. For the liberal, any 

violent action can compromise the compromise. It is this means of compromise that 

disallows the liberal; progressive; or reformist from condoning or participating in 

antifascist tactics95. The logic here is if the liberal; progressive; or reformist disassociates 

with AntiFa and their tactics, they can continue receiving elite remedies.

Furthermore, “the logic o f the Liberal, or the reformist left in general (liberal, 

progressive, etc.) is the notion of progress... these remedies, then, are objective 

truths.. .that are inevitable due to the unfolding of time as progress., .this religiosity is not 

only under the auspices of state and economic powers, but this very logic is the 

framework from which Fascism even becomes possible”96. Not only is there a break 

down in social solidarity, the position taken by the progressive further assists in the

94 Smith, Zack. (2017). Progress: Complicit in the Resurgence o f  Fascist Politics. Pg 1.
95 Anti-fascist tactics, consist of an offensive approach to fascism.
96 Smith, Zack. (2017). Progress: Complicit in the Resurgence o f  Fascist Politics. Pg 1.
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possibility of fascism taking hold in American society. Even though the paradox exists, 

AntiFa does not seek social approval in their actions. For them, the cause is greater than 

pacification from the liberal or the state.

As explained by Smith, “this fetishizing pacifism is already noticeable by the 

continual unfolding of the morbid logic of state and the contemporary liberal 

nonresponse, and even partial-acquiescence to unfurling Fascisms”97. This lack of 

response is a display of weakness from the liberal left. The tactics used by the liberal to 

gain remedies through non-violent action has created the opportunity for fascism to take 

hold in the United States, for “the fascist, reactionary tendencies will withdraw to the 

background, assuming a defensive position, awaiting a more favorable moment”98.1 

argue, the pacifism of the liberal left and the reemergence of fascism through the Alt 

Right has created such a favorable moment.

Further discussion

In 1995 Payne describes “all the genuine neo-fascist and neo-Nazi groups [as] 

tiny circles of fringe activists”99. Could he have foreseen the rise of the Alt Right? Is 

Trotsky correct in his assessment of fascism when he says fascists will remain dormant 

until the opportune moment? Or perhaps is Benjamin correct in believing fascism, or at 

least fascist tendencies, will always be present as a result of our intrinsic desire for the 

ends it provides? Lastly, can Payne and Huntington be correct in their assessment that

07 Smith, Zack. (2017). Progress: Complicit in the Resurgence o f  Fascist Politics. Pg 2.

98 Trotsky, L. (2011). Fascism: What it is and How to fight it. Mansfield Centre, CT: 
Martino Publishing. Pg 46.
99 Payne, S. G. (1995). A history o f  fascism, 1914-1945. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. Pg 518.
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economically, culturally, and politically the United States is incapable of succumbing to 

such a regime? Perhaps they are all correct, as fascism-is not and never has been, one 

distinct way. These questions further support the claim that fascism cannot be defined 

through one lens. In fact, fascism can emerge through anyone of the concerns listed 

above or of some not even discussed.

In revisiting my original thesis, because there have never been two identical 

fascist examples in history, fascism cannot be defined through one universal definitional 

lens, but rather through the application of identification models and theoretical 

approaches can we begin to properly identify emerging fascist groups and or individuals. 

In addition to the methods and theory, a diligent response by AntiFa at the community 

level is vital in identifying fascists in the community. The tactical response from AntiFa 

against the social threats of fascist groups promoting violence and division, will serve as 

the push back that would have otherwise come from the liberal progressive left.
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