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This case study addresses how Russian-speakers are homogenized in U.S. media and why 

this homogenization occurs. Using ideological criticism, a content analysis of news 

coverage from FOX News, CNN, and MSNBC deconstructs the 2013 Boston Marathon 

Bombing. Video and audio content of news reports are organized by network and 

categorized into audio and visual categories. Each report is analyzed using Cultural, Anti- 

Soviet, Linguistic, Non-American, Geographic, Homogenization, and Chechen stereotype 

content categories. The study aims to expand the existing area of scholarship in the field 

of Russian stereotypes in U.S. media.
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The identification of stereotypes and the ability to analyze them within a given 

narrative are fundamental to the critical study of media rhetoric. Stereotypes are an over

generalization about a group (Dividio et al, 1996). The daily media relies on schematized 

text and simplistic arguments which can lead to a lack of respect for foreign cultures 

(Lawless, 2014). They simplify the creation of characters or the portrayal of individuals, 

which can lead to groups who are similar but different to become ignored in the media.

By grouping ethnic minorities using broad generalizations, members of these 

ethnic groups are simultaneously diluted and misrepresented. Russian stereotypes in U.S. 

media stem from Cold War era anti-Communist propaganda films (Fyne, 1985). 

Although the USSR has disbanded and none of the remaining countries have remained 

communist, the stereotypes founded during the Cold War persist. A key problem posed 

by these stereotypes is the idea that all the inhabitants living in the boundaries of the 

Russian Federation, stretching from Siberia to Eastern Europe, participate in a singular 

culture. However, the Russian Federation is comprised of over 160 unique ethnicities, 

99% of which are Russian-speaking (Russian Federal State Statistics Service, 2010). An 

individual may be a Russophone, but may not ethnically identify themselves as Russian. 

In order to distinguish between ethnic Russians and Russian speakers, this paper will use 

the term 'Russophones' to identify both individuals who speak Russian and those who 

speak English with an accent attributed to native Russian speakers. In socio-linguistic 

terms, the evolution of the anti-Soviet stereotype, which relies on the use of the Russian 

language and the accent attributed to the language stemming from Cold War propaganda, 

has caused the Russian language to be interpreted synonymously with Russian ethnicity 

(Lippi-Green, 1997).

This case study explores the way in which Russophones are swept into the 

broader label of'Russian' in modern U.S. media. It demonstrates how the use of socio- 

linguistic and cultural Russian stereotypes blurs the distinction between ethnic Russians 

and other Russophone ethnicities of former Soviet states. Guided by ideological criticism, 

the media coverage of the 2013 Boston Marathon Bombing is deconstructed in order to
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show how U.S. media uses anti-Soviet stereotypes to create an anti-Russian narrative that 

homogenizes Russophone ethnic groups.

Literature Review

Ideological Criticism

Ideological criticism allows for the identification of the dominant ideology within 

a culture in order to critique cultural artifacts. Rooted in Marx and Gramsci's theories on 

ideology and philosophy, ideological criticism assumes that those in power propagate 

dominant, or hegemonic, cultural beliefs within a society. “Whosoever is in charge of the 

economy is in control of society,” (Marx, 1904, p. 4). Rather than economics, in media 

theory, power lies with those who control narrative. Hall (1986) points out that Marx 

never developed a general explanation on how social ideas worked, but that the term 

'ideology' has come to refer to all organized forms of social thinking, leaving room for 

misinterpretation, van Dijk (1998) defines ideologies as clusters of beliefs in the mind, 

based on the assumption that ideas and beliefs are expressions of thought. In other words, 

a thought leads to an idea, the idea leads to a belief, and the belief forms an ideology, all 

of which can be both personal and shared. Therefore, an ideology is the gestalt of shared 

ideas and beliefs, thus when an ideology is dominant within a culture, it is therefore the 

most commonly accepted idea or thought on a subject.

By controlling the narrative, the media also control the thoughts and ideas 

represented to viewers. According to Hall (1974), American broadcasters align 

themselves with political institutions in order to interpret given situations through the lens 

of the dominant ideology. He argues that there can only be equal or honest coverage of 

the news if broadcasters refer to external authority outside of the state itself. Unbiased 

coverage of the news is impossible because broadcasters present political opinions as fact 

instead of reflecting public opinion, which is not unbiased itself.

Karl Marx (1904) refers to ideology as a false consciousness, or a set of beliefs 

instilled in the proletariat by the bourgeoisie. Ideology is a reflection of tradition. More 

specifically, it is a representation of the beliefs that were established in the past and



continue to be believed by the masses as accurate. False consciousness allows those in 

power to use tradition to justify reasserting their dominance over those whom they 

govern (Sillars & Gronbeck, 2001). According to Marx (1904), that power should lie with 

the people (the proletariat), rather than the bourgeoisie, or in this instance, the power 

should not lie with the politicians but with the audience. Yet, partially due to the de

regulation of media in the United States, the amount of people who control the narrative 

presented are far fewer than they were fifty years ago. These individuals tend to be 

politically inclined. Thus, Hall (1974) concedes that unbiased coverage is impossible 

because even free of political influence, the media can only present a story through a 

subjective lens (p. 20). “Power relations...are not maintained by direct threat or theft or 

physical coercion, but rather by kinds of talk: ideational structure and vocabularies that 

rationalize, justify, and ultimately reinforce economic, political, and even social 

inequalities,” (Sillars & Gronbeck, 2001, p. 262). Those in control of the media assert 

their power over the audience by reinforcing the false consciousness of stereotypes, 

rendering the content of the media inherently biased.

According to van Dijk (1995), news media lends itself particularly well to mind 

control. Specifically, viewers change their minds, seemingly of their own free will, by 

accepting news reports as true or journalistic opinions as legitimate. Accepting 

information presented in the news as truth influences the way in which viewers develop 

thoughts, ideas, beliefs, and ideologies about their environments. “Over time, people 

develop beliefs about the characteristics of the important social groups in their 

environments; this knowledge influences their responses toward subsequently 

encountered individual members of those groups. Thus, stereotypes (as one type of 

knowledge about the social world) develops as an individual perceives his or her 

environment,” (Stangor & Schaller, 1996, p. 5). Therefore, a view presented in the media 

can become a belief about a subject or group regardless of whether the media 

presentation contains bias or truth. Media owners are able to assert hegemonic rule over 

media consumers as a result of the U.S. media narrative being controlled by a small
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number of individuals over television viewers. To serve the status quo, societies use 

stereotypes to justify both collective action and inaction (Pettigrew, 1979). This allows 

media owners to maintain the false consciousness of stereotypes that were formed 

historically if they continue to serve their political aims and the status quo. As a result, 

the public consume ideology instead of seeing their ideology reflected. Media owners 

become opinion leaders instead of opinion reporters. The stereotypes presented in 

television broadcasts are consumed as part of the dominant ideology. This means that 

once a stereotype has taken hold within U.S. culture, such as an anti-Soviet stereotype, it 

remains part of the rhetoric of the dominant ideology until it is purposefully destabilized.

The analysis of stereotypes would not be complete without considering the impact 

of aesthetics to the media reports. Applied media aesthetics reinforces the values 

presented in a media report by using light, screen space, and sound. The report itself -  the 

sound -  is an aesthetic element which cannot be analyzed without considering all of the 

elements of applied aesthetic theory. Herbert Zettl (2005) establishes a structure for 

applied media aesthetics by breaking the elements up into five distinct parts: light and 

color, two-dimensional space, three-dimensional space, time-motion, and sound. These 

aesthetic elements create what Zettl deems meta-messages, which convey the intended 

meaning each element communicates to the viewer. “Television and computer video are 

the only audiovisual media that can capture an event, clarify and intensify it, and 

distribute it while the event is still in the process of becoming,” (Zettl, 2005, pg. 377). By 

presenting a live event as it unfolds using the aesthetics of a television live event, 

producers draw the viewer in and offer the sense of participation. This is reinforced in 

live-television by the use of computer generated imagery by unifying the temporal plane 

to help establish continuity (Zettl, 2005).

By creating a rhetoric of non-Americans in relation to Russophones, non-Russian 

Russian-speakers are othered along with ethnically Russian Russophones. This rhetoric 

functions as a way of validating the norms of the dominant ideology. As Said (1979) 

asserts, the dominant ideology is used to imply that other ideologies are automatically
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different, and therefore irrelevant. Orientalism demonstrates how this cultural hegemony 

works, he argues that through the existence of an in-group, an out-group is inherently 

created to accommodate anyone who does not share the in-group’s ideology (p. 5). When 

applying his argument here, it can be asserted that anything that is not considered 

American, or fitting of the dominant ideology in the U.S., such as Communism or a 

Soviet ideology can be viewed as an out-group ideology.

Russian Stereotypes

Stereotypes are a way of organizing and generalizing information about various 

social or ethnic groups. Understanding how stereotypes originate and what purpose they 

serve in a society enables assessment of how they specifically affect modern culture. 

Stereotypes are distinct from prejudice and discrimination -  they are not inherently a 

negative attitude, nor do they directly imply pejorative action toward a group (Dividio et 

al, 1996). Therefore, a stereotype does not have to assume negative behavior.

In his discussion of Lacanian theory, Miller (1991) establishes that language is 

used for denoting information. Once a word begins to represent a thought, the thought 

becomes encoded based on both the meaning of the word it has been assigned and the 

context of the rest of the language used to discuss it. Furthermore, because it is in essence 

impossible to communicate without words, words must be used to define each other. To 

put it simply, we use words to define other words. Once words are strung together into 

sentences, they become contextualized based on the words surrounding them. This gives 

tense, emphasis, and meaning but can also lead to ambiguity and misunderstanding. “In a 

language... the various signs -  the signifiers -  take on their value in relation to one 

another,” (Miller 1991, p. 31). In other words, although a word -  the signifier -  may 

carry a meaning, the meaning -  the signified -  is still up for interpretation based on 

context. This can, therefore, cause ambiguity when language is exchanged. Thus, a word 

such as spy may signify many different visions of secret government agents. However, 

once the word “spy” is paired with “mafia” and “vodka”, each word lends context to the 

other words in the set. Given that all three words are commonly referred to when
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discussing Russophones in U.S. media, the set of words combined creates a context 

rooted in stereotypes (Lawless, 2014).

According to Stangor and Schaller (1996), stereotypes develop both on an 

individual and collective level. However, both aspects must be present in order for 

stereotypes to transcend personal opinion and become socially accepted truths. Individual 

beliefs primarily stem from different levels of interaction with and interpretation of social 

groups. On the other hand, collective belief systems are based on language, media, and 

social norms. There are two aspects of how language is used to inform stereotypes; 

language as a way of identifying and labeling group members and language as a way of 

grouping people together. Stangor and Schaller (1996) refer to the media as a collective 

repository for group stereotypes that lets viewers recognize and researchers codify 

representations.

A stereotype's relevance to the group it represents -  the in-group -  depends upon 

the proximity or increased contact of those assigning the stereotype traits to the in-group. 

Therefore, whether individually or collectively, the more frequent the rate of interaction 

between in-group and out-group members, the higher the chances of developing 

stereotypes of a given group (Stangor and Shallar, 1996). Additionally, if multiple out

groups believe aspects of a target group's stereotype to be true, the out-group's confidence 

in the accuracy of the stereotype increases (McAndrews et al, 2000). U.S. media provide 

viewers proximity to in-groups based on the rate of coverage -  the more viewers hear 

about a group, the more the narrative takes hold. Furthermore, stereotypes may become 

so ubiquitous that in-group members begin to identify with the stereotype. “If 

heterostereotypes of a group (what out-group members believe to be true) match the 

autostereotype of a group (beliefs about one's own group), the stereotype is believed 

more accurate,” (McAndrews et al, 2000, p. 488). For instance, if in-group members 

believe that a particular trait is true about their in-group, such as a propensity to drink 

vodka, and this trait matches what out-group members believe about the in-group, then 

the stereotype that all the members of the in-group drink vodka is perceived to be more
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accurate. The more frequently a stereotype is used in the media, the more likely an in

group will internalize and reflect the stereotype, thus locking itself into a self- 

perpetuating cycle.

van Dijk (1984, 1987, 1988) contends that prejudice is both obtained from and 

transmitted by mass media. Among others, van Dijk’s findings affirm that stereotypes are 

used frequently in mass media, and can be found in programming ranging from cinema to 

news broadcasts. In Prejudice in Discourse, van Dijk (1984) states that minority 

characters are written into stereotypical roles while news about minorities is often 

negative and stories involving minorities are presented as social problems. This 

representation of minorities especially lends itself to an increase in perceived proximity; 

the media try to connect viewers to their stories by presenting them using a local angle. In 

his research, van Dijk (2000) claims that stereotyping and racism in the media not only 

target minorities on a case-by-case basis, but that it is institutionalized within the process 

of media production. “The role of the press in the system of racism is not limited to news 

reports or editorials but already begins with the daily routines of news-making,” (van 

Dijk, 2000, p. 37). This hails back to Hall's (2006) claims that there can never be a 

completely unbiased report by a broadcaster.

To understand the value system of anti-Russian stereotypes, it is particularly 

important to keep in mind where the stereotypes originated. Anti-Russian stereotypes 

originated as anti-Soviet stereotypes resulting from the perceived threat to the ideologies 

that represent the very foundation of American life (Fyne, 1985). Communism was an 

attack on the foundation of capitalism and an affliction on the American dream, where 

anyone could become anything if they worked hard enough. The attack on Soviets was 

really an attack on Soviet ideologies by claiming that capitalism is better, personal 

property is better, and America is better. When the stereotypes transitioned from anti- 

Soviet to anti-Russian, the underlying hegemonic values and cultural othering of non- 

American ideology was maintained.

The Russian stereotypes most pervasive in U.S. media originated in films released
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after 1927. Although a handful of silent films touched on the subject of Russia and the 

Russian Empire, the introduction of sound to cinema was able to employ the most 

commonly used and accepted stereotype, the Russian accent. As Fyne (1985) notes, “...it 

was the advent of the sound period which perpetrated new and bolder anti-Russian 

themes because audiences would see and hear as well the diabolical nature of a hostile 

people” (p. 194). The distinct accent still acts as a constant reminder to American viewers 

that the characters are different from themselves. This pronounced difference created a 

stigma of native English speakers towards individuals or characters with Russian accents. 

Gleszek and Dovidio (2010) define 'stigma' as an attribute of a person that is deeply 

discrediting, which in others’ minds reduces that person from whole to tainted. 

Furthermore, they state that individuals with non-native (not English-speaking) accents 

are viewed as less intelligent, less loyal, less competent, and as speaking the language 

poorly. In the U.S., during the Cold War, these prejudices were embedded into an accent 

and mirrored in the unintelligent and disloyal behavior of Soviet characters. “Film often 

uses language variations and accent to draw characters quickly, building on established 

preconceived notions associated with specific regional loyalties, ethnic, racial, or 

economic alliances,” (Lippi-Green, 1997, p. 81). According to Shaw (2010), Soviet 

characters were presented as “ideological, extremist, expansionist, and unnatural,” (p. 

244). Cold War films showed Soviet spies, double agents disloyal to their country, and 

single-minded agents of Communism.

Since the dawn of anti-Soviet films, Hollywood has contrasted not just the 

cultures but the underlying values and ideologies that the cultures are built upon. One of 

the most iconic films of pre-World War II is Ninotchka (1939), a comedy which tells the 

story of a Soviet woman who is forced to question and ultimately denounce Communism 

in order to escape it. Adler (1974) notes that the character of Ninotchka reflects a 

Western perception, arguing that she “is plain in dress and feature, mannish in behavior, 

icy cold in temperament, and interested only in preserving and furthering the revolution” 

(p. 250). Not only did it portray Soviets as culturally Spartan, emotionless, single
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minded, and brutish, but also it was the first of many films that contrasted fundamental 

Soviet and American ideologies. Ninotchka others Russophones from the U.S. and the 

ending implies that one must denounce Soviet values in order to become Westernized. 

This separation between what is considered Soviet and what is considered American 

reinforced the idea that what is Soviet is bad by reinforcing the American audience’s 

loyalty to their own country and its overall value system.

A strong anti-Communist sentiment began to grow in the United States after 

1945. As a reaction to the 1947 Hollywood blacklist, and as a reaction to pressure from 

the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), movie studios released more 

than 40 anti-Soviet films between the years of 1948 and 1952 (Adler, 1974). While many 

of these films were produced to appease the HUAC, they also reinforced a strong anti- 

Soviet presence among American audiences. Unlike Ninotchka, which took place outside 

the borders of both the USSR and the United States, these films shifted the threat of 

Soviet villains from distant places to inside North American borders. For instance, The 

Iron Curtain (1948), a Russian spy-themed thriller based on real life events, takes place 

in Canada. Adler (1974) argues that the film portrays Russians as “inhuman” symbols 

that “cease to be people and are merely symbols of a way of life we abhor” (p. 253). By 

reducing Russophone characters into symbols, Hollywood created a formula for future 

Russian characters to be one-dimensional representations of non-western ideology. Forty 

years after Adler's work, Lawless (2014) analyzed the lexis of James Bond films for 

Russian stereotypes. She found that Russians are usually described as ruthless, psychotic, 

and involved in killing or betraying their countrymen. Furthermore, Lawless (2014) finds 

that “the menace of linguistic discrimination in differentiating ‘good’ and ‘bad’ 

characters by their language choices is that it may evoke audience’s perceptions of ‘good’ 

and ‘bad’ types of language -  in this case Russian being the ‘bad’ one,” (Lawless, 2014, 

p. 92). These characters embody the Soviet stereotypes established in earlier films, and 

continue to reinforce the idea that Soviets are 'bad,' and that Americans are 'good'. -  a 

mentality meant to unify viewers based on their shared American values.
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Russian characters in U.S. media have not changed much since the fall of the 

Soviet Union. Since the disbanding of the USSR, anti-Soviet stereotypes have been 

rebranded as anti-Russian. The over-abundance of negative Russian stereotypes in 

primetime drama programs such as The Americans (Weisberg, 2013) is being absorbed 

by heavy viewers and affects their political values. The primetime network drama genre 

is rich with Russian characters representing criminals in Orange is the New Black 

(Kohan, 2013), Russian mafia in Sons o f Anarchy (Sutter, 2008), espionage, and sexual 

objectification of Russian women in Archer (Reed, 2010). The difference is that these 

stereotypes are now used to classify Czechs, Armenians, Moldavians, and Uzbeks, as 

well as Russians. They are all presented with the same accent, the same features, and 

continue to be shown as violent, brutish, emotionless, and ignorant. No matter what year 

or what show, the characters maintain the established values of non-American, or bad, 

culture.

Russian stereotypes are generated and reinforced on an individual level by 

associating with Russophones and applying these experiences to the group as a whole. 

When applying Hall (2006) and van Dijk’s (2000) arguments to the understanding of the 

proliferation of the media in U.S. households, it is clear that media consumers never need 

to have met a Russophone personally to formulate an opinion about them. Anti-Soviet 

stereotypes are also propagated generationally by family members. This further 

eliminates the need for individuals to interact with actual Russophones in order to 

develop stereotypes.

By presenting anti-Soviet Russian-speaking characters as the antagonists in anti- 

Soviet propaganda films, the media associate the negative anti-Soviet stereotypes to 

Russophones. Russophones then become a representation of the social and ethnic culture 

of Russians. Hence, viewers have been given no distinction between the ethnic groups 

who speak Russian. This causes viewers to group non-Russian Russophones into the 

same stereotype categories as Russians. As a result, U.S. media continue to 

systematically eliminate ethnically non-Russian Russophones by grouping them with
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ethnic Russians, causing a homogenization of ethnicities. Thus, not only does U.S. media 

propagate outdated stereotypes, it also misapplies these stereotypes to ethnic groups. This 

results in audiences understanding these stereotypes to be true and accurate 

interpretations of Russophones, thus existing within this false consciousness. As a result, 

the stereotypes prevalent in Cold War films, which categorize Russophones into violent, 

untrustworthy, unintelligent characters, became the default Russian stereotypes accepted 

by American audiences today.

Methods

Case Study

A case study can be an empirical investigation of contemporary phenomenon in 

order to observe contextual conditions (Yin, 1994). In other words, case studies look at 

the how and the why of a current event identified for study. This case study looks at how 

U.S. news media homogenize Russophones and why the homogenization occurs by 

analyzing the media coverage of the 2013 Boston Bombings.

A sample of news broadcasts that aired from April 18, 2013 to April 22, 2013 

from three television news outlets, FOX News Channel, CNN, and MSNBC were 

analyzed. A total of ten minutes and eight seconds (10:08) were transcribed across six 

videos for FOX News Channel, ten minutes and three seconds (10:03) were transcribed 

across five videos for CNN, and nine minutes and thirty-five (9:35) seconds across six 

videos were transcribed for MSNBC. The coverage of these dates includes the 

announcement of Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev as the primary suspects in the 

bombing investigation, the shooting death of Tamerlan Tsarnaev, and the apprehension of 

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

The choice to use these news outlets is based on the statistical evidence about TV 

and news viewership. In 2013, 18-34-year-old audience members spent approximately 

four hours a day watching television (Nielsen, 2014). The Pew Research Center Project 

for Excellent Journalism states that at the end of 2012 television news consumption was 

55% of the market share while online media were 39%, print journalism was 31%, and
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radio was 29% of the market share (Sasseen, Olmstead, Mitchell, 2013).

Although TV news reaches the greatest number of U.S. audience members, due to 

its 24-hour news cycle, cable news offers both the opportunity for live coverage of 

developing stories and the volume of archived footage required for a thorough 

examination of the content. According to Nielsen, as of December 8, 2013, Fox News 

Channel averaged 1.77 million viewers (297K aged 25-54) in primetime (Kissell, 2013). 

Meanwhile, MSNBC had 645,000 viewers (203K aged 25-54) and CNN had 578,000 

viewers (187K aged 25-54).

The broadcasts used for this study were accessed online from the archives of 

FOX, CNN, and MSNBC's web pages, the analysis of which is guided by van Dijk's 

framework from Power and the News Media (1995).

o

Figure 1. 24-hour cable news network viewership for the
year 2013.
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Analytical Framework

Video and audio content were separated during transcription into three main 

categories: iconic, symbolic, and textual. The textual content, the report, is the
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transcribed copy of the narration of each news clip, or simply anything that is said aloud. 

The iconic content or the imagery that accompanies a report refers to either b-roll 

footage, b-roll stills, photographs, or full-screen images such as maps. Computer 

generated media is symbolic and refers to titles, lower-thirds, or other text superimposed 

over imagery. Specifically, lower thirds are text that appears in the lower third of the 

frame.

In order to understand the narrative being constructed by the broadcaster, each 

news report is evaluated for stereotypes regarding Russophones. Cultural, Linguistic, and 

anti-Soviet categories are used to break down the discussion of Russophones in the 

sampled footage. Cultural stereotypes identify traits commonly associated with Russians 

in the media. These traits, as discussed in the literature review, include allusions to anger, 

violence, murder and alcohol. Linguistic stereotypes address individuals who either speak 

Russian, speak with a noticeable Russian accent, or any mention of the Russian language 

(Lawless, 2014). Finally, anti-Soviet stereotypes identify traits that have historically been 

associated with Soviet characters in U.S. media. These traits, discussed previously, 

include a radicalization of ideology, espionage, attempted integration into U.S. culture, 

and double-agency (Lawless, 2014). These stereotypes have been cultivated since the 

beginning of the Cold War and are deeply tied to why Russophones are homogenized in 

media now. In addition to these categories, additional stereotypes that emerged during 

analysis were identified and categorized.

By organizing the stereotypes presented in the media coverage of the Boston 

Marathon Bombing, it is possible to construct a model of the media's framing of the 

events, van Dijk states that “a model is a mental representation of an 

experience.. .understanding a news report means that readers are able to construct a 

model in their minds of the events the news report is about. Such a model may also 

include their opinions about the event,” (1995, p. 14). By identifying the stereotype 

categories used by each network, it is possible to identify, deconstruct, and interpret 

examples of the U.S. ideology regarding Russophones perpetuated by cable news
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networks for U.S. audiences.

Results

Reports, Imagery, and Computer Generated Media

Textual. Of the data analyzed, most of the stereotypes originated from the actual 

copy (written and spoken narrative) of the overall television reports. In comparison to the 

images and computer generated media content of the TV news package, the copy yielded 

more content for analysis. Most of the subcategories presented here were drawn from 

copy.

Iconic. Each report was accompanied with images of the Tsarnaev brothers. The 

photographs were a mixture of b-roll stills and photos supplied by friends and family.

The b-roll stills were pulled from CCTV footage from the day of the bombing. CCTV 

cameras are traditionally black-and-white or highly de-saturated in color, yielding de

saturated stills. In contrast, the images supplied by family are full of color. Maps 

displaying Russia, Chechnya, and Dagestan were used by all three networks, most of all 

by MSNBC. They ranged in size from world maps to maps of only the Russian caucuses. 

Stills of social media websites and highlights of quotes of the suspects’ own words 

illustrated or supported statements from the reports. In one instance, CNN also used text 

on screen to display an FBI report of a 2011 investigation into Tamerlan Tsarnaev’s 

activities.

Symbolic. Lower thirds contained some stereotypes, though not nearly as many as 

the textual content. In the sampled footage, there were eight instances of stereotypes 

present in lower thirds. Of these eight instances, four were from MSNBC, three from 

CNN and only one was from FOX.

Stereotype Categories

After completing transcriptions of all three network samples, it was clear that the 

three original stereotype categories did not encapsulate all the stereotypes featured in the 

broadcasts. The analysis of the data revealed four more stereotype categories, which are 

labeled as geographic stereotypes, generalized homogenization, non-American
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stereotypes, and Chechen stereotypes. Geographic stereotypes homogenize the space in 

and around the Russian Federation. Any mention of geography both in narration or as a 

map on the screen apply to geographic homogenization unless there are significant details 

to clarify what area is being discussed. Generalized homogenization is a category 

identified by the lack of clarity offered on the ethnicity or origin of an individual. 

Geographic ambiguity of the origin of an individual causes homogenization or confusion 

about their origin. Non-American stereotypes, or the immigrant rhetoric of U.S. media, 

addresses the othering of individuals in U.S. broadcasts. Anything mentioned about an 

individual to highlight their difference from being American. Finally, Chechen 

stereotypes point out the ethnicity of the bombers. They are meant to highlight instances 

when the distinction between Russian and other Russophone ethnicity was highlighted 

within a given broadcast.

Figure 2. Amount of References to Stereotype Categories Per-Network

M  fox '^cnn ^m snbc
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Out of each of the seven stereotype categories, anti-Soviet references had the 

greatest overall amount of data with forty-two total references, twelve from both FOX 

and CNN and eighteen from MSNBC (Figure 2). The least-referenced stereotype 

category was Linguistic stereotypes, with only four references. Within each category, 

there was a dominant network that referenced the given stereotype more frequently than 

the others. FOX News offered the most non-American and Chechen stereotypes of all 

three networks, while CNN had the greatest number of cultural and linguistic stereotypes. 

MSNBC had the highest amount of anti-Soviet, Geographic, and Homogenization 

references.

Cultural Stereotypes. As mentioned in the literature review, Russian characters 

are viewed in U.S. media as violent, criminal, ignorant, and emotionless (Lawless, 2014). 

These stereotypes appeared in all three networks sampled for the study. Each network 

used different approaches when introducing Russian cultural stereotypes.

FOX News focused on establishing a background for Dzhokhar and Tamerlan 

Tsarnaev, and relied heavily on interviews to do so. In Table 1, the list of stereotypes 

from FOX includes references to the mafia and working odd jobs. The mafia is obviously 

a criminal enterprise and any mention of it, particularly Tamerlan’s interest in the mafia, 

implies a connection to criminality. The report also states that Tamerlan Tsarnaev worked 

odd jobs and that he was previously arrested for assaulting his girlfriend. These reinforce 

the Russian cultural stereotypes of ignorance and violence.

CNN focused on the history of Dzhokhar and Tamerlan by interviewing relatives 

and exploring their young adulthood. The network referred to Dzhokhar’s Twitter 

account and displayed the tweets he posted in the days following the bombing. One of the 

tweets read, “I’m a stress free kind of guy,” (Table 1, Transcript 2.1) which, the report 

stated, indicated that Dzhokhar was “showing little signs of remorse,” (Table 1,

Transcript 2.1) regarding his participation in the bombings. The conclusion drawn by the 

network directly reinforces the Russian cultural stereotype that Russians are emotionless. 

Furthermore, another CNN report included interviews with the friends of Tamerlan
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Tsarnaev’s wife. They referred to him as ‘very controlling, manipulative, and violent,’ 

(Table 1, Transcript 2.5), directly reinforcing that Russians are violent.

MSNBC focused on the most recent history of the brothers. In one report, 

Tamerlan was described as ‘stoic,’ fortifying that Russians are emotionless. In the same 

interview a correspondent reporting from Dagestan mentioned that the U.S. has attempted 

to call out Russia for human rights abuses in Chechnya in the past (Table 1, Transcript 

3.3). In the comment, the correspondent alludes to Russia as a whole country being 

violent in the region and also reinforces the distinction between the U.S. and Russia.

Anti-Soviet Stereotypes. Modern Russian stereotypes in U.S. media originated 

from Soviet stereotypes. Soviets are often described as ideological, extremists, traitors, 

spies, and murderers (Fyne, 1985). Of all the stereotypes assessed in this study, anti- 

Soviet stereotypes yielded by far the greatest amount of examples.

FOX News implied that Tamerlan had a contact in Russia during his six-month 

trip prior to the bombings (Table 2, Transcript 1.1). The implication of such a contact 

alludes to espionage, that Tamerlan went to Russia specifically to work with someone in 

order to plan the bombings. A FOX report brought up the history of conflict between 

Russia and Chechnya that discussed Vladimir Putin running counter-insurgency 

operations using the FSB (Table 2, Transcript 1.4). The involvement of a government 

agency to conduct war within its own borders reinforced that Soviets are traitors and 

murderers. FOX also refers to Tamerlan and Dzhokhar as ‘implants’ in the United States, 

a direct reference to the brothers acting as spies and traitors on U.S. soil.

CNN’s relied on interviews with Tsarnaevs’ relatives to reinforce anti-Soviet 

stereotypes. The relatives interviewed shared the sentiment that the two brothers were 

framed to take the fall for the bombings. As referenced in Table 2, their father explicitly 

claims “someone framed them” (Transcript 2.2) and that Tamerlan was shot as part of the 

cover-up. Their aunt explicitly says that she is suspicious that the photos of the two 

brothers from the day of the bombing were staged (Transcript 2.3). The claims made by 

the relatives suggest that there is a level of espionage involved in the bombings. Like
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FOX, CNN looked at Tamerlan’s trip to Dagestan before the attacks. They reported that 

the FSB and FBI had looked into him a year before the attacks occurred (Table 2, 

Transcript 2.4). The anti-Soviet implications here are that Tamerlan was being trained by 

a cell while posing as an integrated immigrant, not unlike Soviet spies from the Cold 

War.

MSNBC also focused on Tamerlan’s trip to the Russian Federation prior to the 

bombings. MSNBC reports that despite the FSB asking the FBI to look into Tamerlan 

Tsarnaev, once he landed on Russian soil, he disappeared (Table 2, Transcript 3.4). 

Furthermore, the Russian government and FSB did not track his whereabouts. The lack of 

information and follow-through on Russia’s part is viewed by MSNBC as suspicious, 

also reinforcing that there was some level of espionage involved (Table 2, Transcript

3.5).

Linguistic Stereotypes. It is important to note that while it appears that there were 

very few instances of the Russian language being mentioned or employed, there were 

actually entire interviews conducted with individuals who either spoke with a noticeable 

Russian accent or who spoke Russian outright and the networks employed a translator. 

Therefore, while there is only one instance of a linguistic stereotype on FOX News, the 

Russian accent can be heard throughout the entire interview with Ruslan Tsarni, the uncle 

of the Tsarnaev brothers (Table 3, Transcript 1.2).

CNN had three instances of linguistic stereotypes, all three from interviews with 

the brother’s relatives; their uncle Ruslan Tsarni, their father Anzor Tsarnaev, and their 

aunt Maret Tsarnaev (Table 3, Transcript 2.1, 2.2, 2.3). The aunt and uncle both spoke 

with a noticeable Russian accent throughout their interviews. The father was interviewed 

in Makhachkala, Russia and he spoke Russian throughout the interview with an English 

voice over.

In the videos sampled from MSNBC, there were no references to the Russian 

language, nor did the sample have any interviews with Russophones.

Linguistic discrimination distinguishes between protagonists and antagonists by
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attributing a specific language to each character, which in turn causes the language itself 

to be seen as either ‘good’ or ‘bad’ (Lawless, 2014, p. 92). By incorporating the Russian 

language or a noticeable Russian accent in their reports, FOX and CNN connects the 

Russian language to the family of the Boston bombers and by proxy to the bombers 

themselves.

Non-American Stereotypes. FOX News relied heavily on non-American 

stereotypes and the cultural othering of the Tsarnaev brothers. Reports that mentioned the 

amount of years the brothers had resided in the U.S. underscore that they were not 

natural-born citizens. Two separate interviews described the brothers as both having a 

hard time integrating and appearing to blend in (Table 4, Transcript 1.4, 1.5). Both 

instances highlight the need for them to assimilate because they are different from 

Americans.

CNN only had two instances of cultural othering, once mentioning how long ago 

the brothers moved to the U.S. and also mentioning that Dzhokhar “even won a 

scholarship,” (Table 4, Transcript 2.1) implying that he was doing so well integrating in 

the U.S. that he was able to do something ‘normal.’

The only instance of othering on MSNBC was a reference to how long the 

Tsarnaev brothers were in the U.S. (Table 4, Transcript 3.5), again, stressing that they 

were not Americans.

Geographic Stereotypes. Geographic stereotyping was minimal on both FOX and 

CNN. On FOX, a map of Russia with a marker indicating where Chechnya is located 

which cut to a close-up map of Chechnya were used to geographically place Chechnya 

within the borders of the Russian Federation (Table 5, Transcript 1.4).

On CNN the only mention of geography was a marker in the upper-left corner of 

the screen during the interview with Anzor Tsarnaev, Dzhokhar and Tamerlan’s father, 

indicating that the interview was taking place in Makhachkala, Russia (Table 5,

Transcript 2.2).

MSNBC relied heavily on on-screen maps and geographic markers during
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interviews. Of the seven instances of geographic stereotyping, six instances of maps were 

used (Table 5). There were three maps used repeatedly by MSNBC that appeared in 

different reports on different days and times. A full-screen world map with the Russian 

Federation and New York highlighted in bright yellow had red arrows with the dates of 

Tamerlan’s travel to Russia going between New York and Moscow (Table 5, Transcript

3.5). Juxtaposed with the actual report, it is clear that Tamerlan traveled to Chechnya and 

Dagestan and that Moscow was not his final destination. MSNBC also used a large map 

of Asia labeled “Russian Federation” with tiny markers on it indicating the location of 

Dagestan and Chechnya (Table 5, Transcript 3.4). In another clip, MSNBC used a similar 

map, more zoomed in on the Russian caucuses labeling Dagestan, Chechnya, and 

Makhachkala (Table 5, Transcript 3.5). The only non-visual reference to geography on 

MSNBC’s sampled footage was from an interview where Chechnya and Dagestan were 

identified specifically when referring to Tamerlan’s travel.

Homogenization Stereotypes. As noted in Table 6, all three networks employed 

tactics to blur the lines between Chechnya and Russia, but the greatest amount of 

references, by far, came from MSNBC.

FOX News referred to Anzor Tsarnaev living in Russia in a report, the networked 

referred to Russia as a whole when discussing Chechnya and events taking place in 

Chechnya, quoting, “ ...maybe the older brother has been trained in Russia,” (Table 6 

FOX, Transcript 1.6).

CNN referred to the area where Chechnya and Dagestan are located as the 

‘Russian Caucuses,’ which, while not incorrect, also conflates ethnic, ideological, and 

political differences between Chechnya and Russia (Table 6, Transcript 2.1).

Additionally, CNN referred to VK.com as a “Facebook-like Russian social media 

website,” (Table 6, Transcript 2.1).

MSNBC used maps of Tamerlan’s travel as a means to merge Russia and 

Chechnya. Specifically, the map indicating Tamerlan’s travel (Table 5, Transcript 3.5) 

implies that he flew from New York to Moscow without clarifying that his final
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destination was actually Dagestan. They also referred to Chechnya and Dagestan as 

‘Russia’ throughout their reports (Table 6, Transcript 3.5).

Chechen Stereotypes. Of the three networks, FOX News referred to Chechens 

and Chechnya by name and ethnic identity the most. FOX anchors identified Chechnya 

geographically more frequently than CNN and MSNBC, established the history of 

Chechnya, and identified both the brothers and their relatives as ethnic Chechens. In a 

discussion about the motives of the terrorist attack, a FOX anchor asked an interviewee, 

“So that raises a lot of questions too, as to whether or not the terrorist instincts here come 

from something that is more Al-Qaeda related perhaps or more Chechen related perhaps,” 

(Table 7, Transcript 1.2).

CNN included sound bites of the relatives self-identifying as ethnic Chechens, 

including the aunt, Maret, and the uncle, Ruslan (Table 7, Transcript 2.3). These sound 

bites simultaneously offer distinction between ethnic Russians and ethnic Chechens and 

exhibit that a non-ethnic Russian can have a Russophone accent.

MSNBC identified Chechnya and ethnic Chechens, but only in context of being a 

part of Russia. For instance, one anchor’s copy stated, “ ...authorities are looking into the 

brother’s ties to two Russian republics, Dagestan and Chechnya. The ethnic Chechen 

brothers attended school in Dagestan,” (Table 7, Transcript 3.5).

Discussion

The reports sampled from FOX, CNN, and MSNBC for the dates of April 18,

2013 to April 22, 2013 support the assertion that U.S. media rely on anti-Russian 

stereotypes to reinforce a hegemonic ideology that misconstrues and devalues the overall 

Russophone community. It also supports the argument that the combination of 

stereotypes used to identify and describe Russophones homogenizes their ethnic 

identities. Every report included in this case study provides multiple examples of Russian 

stereotypes applied to Russian speakers of other, non-Russian, ethnicities. These reports 

also reaffirm that despite the fact that Russian stereotypes are mostly found in the copy of 

the report, both the audio and computer generated media influences this homogenization.
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The following discussion addresses the way in which each stereotype category addressed 

Russophones by looking at the intended effects of the stereotypes.

The use of images of the Tsarnaev brothers from CCTV b-roll juxtaposed against 

photos of the brothers impacts the viewer’s perception. The photographs represent the 

Tsarnaev brothers before they became radicalized Islamists. The photos show Tamerlan 

boxing or laughing and Dzhokhar in his graduation robes, normal ‘American’ behaviors. 

The desaturated b-roll stills show the two brothers from the day of the attacks and these 

stills are regularly cropped to resemble mugshots of the two brothers. The stills represent 

the radicalized brothers who committed terrorist acts. The implied difference between the 

photos and stills by use of desaturation is intended to draw the viewers from an outward 

psychological state to an introspective state (Zettl, 2005). This reinforces the textual 

component, the reports, which identify the brothers as having tried to integrate into U.S. 

culture before becoming radicalized. The photographs imply a sense of normalcy and 

reinforce statements about the Tsarnaev brothers trying to fit in (Table 1.4) while the 

CCTV stills reinforce everything that is non-American about the them.

The anti-Soviet and cultural stereotypes presented by the sampled networks serve 

only to reinforce the existing anti-Russophone ideology in U.S. culture. Both stereotype 

categories were used to present the bombers as Russians or as Soviets without taking the 

time to clarify for the audience that these men are not, and do not, self-identify as 

Russians. One of the most striking factors in the study was the sheer amount of anti- 

Soviet stereotypes presented in the networks’ rhetoric, especially when compared to the 

number of instances of the other stereotypes (Figure 2). Speculation that Tamerlan’s trip 

to the Russian Federation was a training mission harkens back the Cold War images of 

Russian spies trained in the Soviet Union.

Any references to espionage are further compounded by the explicitly stated 

violent nature of the older brother. This serves as a blended stereotype by appealing to 

both anti-Soviet and cultural stereotype categories. Tamerlan Tsarnaev is called violent, 

quick to anger, and controlling, all of which are terms used to describe criminality. His
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history is framed using anti-Soviet ideology by drawing connections between the FSB 

and FBI looking into him, his travel, and his disappearance on Russian Federation soil. 

Mentioning that the brothers were implants on U.S. soil implies that they were attempting 

to integrate into U.S. society in order to carry out a mission—not unlike Soviet spies 

living imbedded in America. Additionally, the mystery surrounding Tamerlan’s trip to 

the Russian Federation, particularly after being investigated by the FSB and FBI, is 

reminiscent of the mystery surrounding spies disappearing beyond U.S. borders.

Even the discussion of Islamic ideology, while arguably a familiar rhetoric of 

terrorism, can be viewed as anti-Soviet when combined with other anti-Soviet references. 

Keeping in mind that a false consciousness is rooted in the tradition of a power dynamic, 

if Soviet spies were a threat to American life before, then anything remotely Soviet must 

also be a threat to American ideology now. The conversation about radical ideology has 

not changed, but the ideology has. Whereas during the Cold War the U.S. was combating 

Soviet ideology, now it is combating radicalized Islamic ideology from Russia.

Another common trope of Soviets and Russians is stoicism or emotional coldness. 

Soviet spies are often seen as traitors, willing to betray their own countrymen. This 

stereotype later evolved into Russian stoicism. Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev are both 

described as stoic, or unaffected by their actions. Due to Tamerlan’s death, the networks 

relied on the hearsay of interviews, his social network usage, and a brief video of 

Tamerlan to reinforce their claims of his stoic nature. The networks also used Dzhokhar’s 

social media profiles, particularly Twitter, as evidence of a cold temperament. Both 

examples reinforce the anti-Soviet or cultural stereotypes that Russians are unemotional. 

This perpetuates the picture of these two brothers as an embodiment of everything that is 

bad about Russians and homogenizes them into false ethnic representation.

U.S. media has used the Russian language as an indicator that someone is Russian 

since the very first depiction of Russian characters in American films (Fyne, 1985). The 

language has been one of the primary consistencies in the transference of stereotypes 

from anti-Soviet stereotypes to anti-Russian stereotypes. Due to Russian being the
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national language in the Soviet Union, many parts of the world continue to speak and 

understand Russian despite not identifying as ethnic-Russians. In the sampled footage, 

Ruslan Tsarni, the brother’s uncle, and Maret Tsarnaev, their aunt, self-identified as 

ethnic Chechens during their interviews. However, both Ruslan and Maret spoke with a 

noticeable Russian accent. Although their self-identification was intended to imply that 

they are not ethnically Russian, but in fact Chechen, their accents connect them to the 

Russian language and Russia by proxy. All the aforementioned stereotypes combined 

with a Russian accent serve to maintain a hegemonic ideology that reinforces an 

overwhelmingly skewed representation of Russophones in U.S. media.

Additionally, culturally othering the Tsarnaev brothers only increases the degree 

to which they are identified as Russian or as ethnically Chechen Russophones. By using 

rhetoric that reminds audiences that the brothers were not born in the U.S., and that they 

were naturalized ten years before the attacks, the networks reinforce the notion that the 

attacks were carried out by non-Americans despite the fact that both men are (were) U.S. 

citizens. Adding to this is the fact that Dzhokhar was naturalized on September 11, 2011, 

a detail used to elicit an emotional response from U.S. audiences even though the date of 

his naturalization has no bearing on his actions or on the attacks that occurred in Boston. 

Additionally, by discussing either the brothers’ ease (or lack thereof) of assimilating into 

the U.S. culturally, CNN is able to remind their audience of the brothers’ need to 

integrate. In other words, reminding the audience that no matter how they’re ultimately 

going to be identified -  Russian, Chechen, or Muslim -  they were non-American.

General cultural othering draws a distinction between the U.S. and the Tsarnaev 

brothers. General homogenization directly looks at instances when a report could specify 

the cultural ethnicity of a subject, but instead, referred to the subject as Russian. All three 

networks did so, although MSNBC relied the most heavily on this tactic. Instances when 

Russia was identified in place of Dagestan or Chechnya blurs the lines between the two 

areas. Although Chechnya and Dagestan are technically located in Russia, to identify 

them as Russia serves to homogenizes two geographic regions currently at war with one
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another. While maps of the region arguably show where, specifically, Chechnya and 

Dagestan are located in the world -  the labeling of the maps serves to homogenize the 

ethnicities therein. In particular, the map used to indicate Tamerlan’s travel from New 

York to the Russian Federation makes it appear as though he traveled specifically to 

Moscow, and that Moscow was his final destination. However, other reports have shown 

that Tamerlan ultimately traveled to Dagestan. Not only does the map mislead the 

audience about Tamerlan’s travel before the attacks, but by compounding the confused 

geography with other reports it suggests to audiences that Dagestan and Chechnya are the 

same as Moscow, or Russia as a whole.

Chechen stereotypes appeared to provide an antithesis to the homogenization of 

ethnic Chechens and ethnic Russians. FOX provided a thorough history of Chechnya and 

the Russo-Chechen conflict. These reports contrasted with sound-bites that homogenized 

the region and offered some balance to the conversation. MSNBC, however, only 

referred to Chechens in relation to Russia, including identifying Dagestan and Chechnya 

as Russian republics. This clarifies that Chechnya and Dagestan are republics within the 

Russian Federation, but eliminates nuance of ethnic diversity between Chechnya and 

other parts of Russia. This lack of clarity homogenizes ethnic Chechens and Russians 

rather than offering deeper knowledge and understanding of the area.

One particularly important detail that is not addressed in the reports is the 

religious differences between ethnic Russians and Chechens. While over half of the 

population within the Russian Federation identify as Russian Orthodox, Chechnya is 

primarily populated by Muslims (Russian Federal State Statistics Service, 2010). There is 

no doubt that the U.S. media has a specific rhetoric for the discussion of radical Islamic 

terrorism. The reports do mention that Tamerlan Tsarnaev had become radicalized in the 

years leading up to the attacks. However, the heavy use of anti-Soviet stereotypes, the 

homogenization of ethnicities in the reports, and the lack of clarity in the references to 

Chechen ethnicity, changed the conversation from a discussion of a terrorist act by 

radicalized Muslims to the discussion of radicalized Russians.
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Of the sampled footage, FOX presented the most well-balanced reports as 

compared to CNN and MSNBC. The primary rhetoric of FOX News regarding the 

Boston bombing relied on the cultural othering of the Tsarnaev brothers and the 

historically anti-Russian and anti-Soviet stereotypes dominant in U.S. media. 

Furthermore, FOX offered the most background information regarding Chechnya, 

Chechen history, and the geo-political circumstances surrounding the region. Compared 

to the three networks, CNN offered a the most clearly anti-Soviet and anti-Russian 

ideology by relying most heavily on the stereotypes rooted in Cold War propaganda. 

MSNBC offered the most homogenized rhetoric by using stereotypes to blur the lines 

between Russophone ethnicities.

Conclusion

U.S. media rely on cultural stereotypes of Russian-speakers in order to reinforce 

the dominant ideology that Russians are violent criminals or traitorous spies. The 

association to these stereotypes is part of a larger rhetoric about Russian antagonists in 

the story of American life. This rhetoric is present in films, scripted television, and as this 

study shows, in U.S. news coverage.

It is important to continue researching the way in which U.S. media portray 

Russian-speakers in order to address the various ways it perpetuates biased, homogenized 

stereotypes. Very little published research exists on how Russian-speakers are addressed 

in U.S. media. However, further research of a wider-range of media outlets across a 

broader timeline will serve to expand this area of scholarship. Thus, this study serves as a 

starting point from which further research and analysis can be built.
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Tables
Table 1. Cultural Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype
1.1 on a path to actually be a productive citizen
1.2 [ordered books on ...] the mafia

He was a golden gloves boxer
Tamerlan arrested in 2011 for assaulting his girlfriend

FOX he was said to be working odd jobs
last year he traveled to Russia
he was well liked, very kind, and they're very shocked to hear 
about this
career and money
just hating everyone

2.1 Being losers
little sign of remorse
“I'm a stress free kinda guy”
personal priority: career and money

2.2 make sure he's studying well?
You quit university because you got married early

2.3 I have to prove myself twice, triple times more
CNN 2.5 met [Tamerlan] at a bar

they never liked him
he was very controlling
manipulative of her
had a real violent streak
ability to fly into a rage
would hang out with them and party
he would smoke and drink

3.3 personal priority: career and money
On his brother's Facebook page there were jokes

MSNBC
older brother is mimicking accents of various ethnic groups
older brother is a bit more stoic
they recognized him because of his physical athletic physique.
we've been calling out Russia for human rights abuses
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Table 2. Anti-Soviet Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype

FOX

1.1 there's got to be a contact in this country or with the brother 
going back to Russia
It's jihadist extremists and it comes from, well, Russia.

1.2 Tamerlan Tsarnaev who was killed in a shootout with police

1.4 that have been brutalized and wracked by violence for a 
long period of time
in a part of the worlds that's all too familiar with violence
Under Boris Yeltsin just after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union the Russian military invaded Chechnya in the 
December of 1994
The Russians and Chechens signed a peace treaty in the late 
1990s
And Vladimir Putin has been pretty much focused on 
suppressing that war. It was turned into a counter
insurgency operation in the early 2000s and under the 
conduct of the security services, the FSB, the former KGB
under the control of a strong man, Ramzan Kadyrov who is 
very close to Putin
violence that we just saw in Boston perpetrated against 
innocent people
assassination of local leaders,

1.6 they are just an implant in the United States

CNN

2.2 someone framed them
They will say 'well, he had weapons'. Kids with weapons?
LOWER THIRD:“SOMEONE FRAMED THEM”

2.3 they could not have done this. Where are evidence?
I am suspicious that this was staged. The picture was staged.
they never liked him
I'm used to being set up. Before I left former Soviet Union 
Countries, that's how I lived

2.4 did they have outside help?
the FBI as we now know had a request from a foreign 
government to look into the older brother
there was a belief by that government that he may be 
involved in some kind of activities.
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derogatory telephone communications, possible use of 
online sites associated with the promotion of radical 
activity, associations with other persons of interest, travel 
history and plans, and education history...
CENTER: Screenshot of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev's twitter 
account. CENTER-TOP: “Jahar @J_tsar -  Ain't no love in 
the heart of the city, stay safe people -  15 Apr CENTER- 
TOP: “Jahar (a>J-tsar -  I'm a stress free kind of guy
FBI asked that foreign government for more information

MSNBC

3.2 Tamerlan Tsarnaev spent six months, between January and 
July of last year overseas
It's more so suspicious of their internet, you know, trail.
The FBI and the Russian Intelligence were aware of all of 
their activities
if you’re on a watch-list and you have this ideology, you 
disappear in Chechnya and Dagestan for six months that 
combination you would think would probably trip some 
wires.

3.4 what do we know about the older brother's visit there and 
what do we know about who he met?
There have also been reports of sightings, people who claim 
they saw him
But I believe that authorities both in this part of the world 
and the U.S. are still trying to establish who he might have 
met that might have been of interest to them.

3.5 authorities are looking into the brother's ties to two Russian 
republics, Dagestan and Chechnya
Federal authorities are looking closely at a six month trip 
that Tamerlan took to both Russian republics in January of 
last year.
They want to know if he received any terror training while 
he was there. Russian authorities asked the FBI for 
information on the older brother as early as 2011
Russian authorities asked the FBI to investigate Tamerlan
FULL SCREEM MS KRYSTAL BALL LOWER THIRD: 
“THE RUSSIAN CONNECTION: TIES TO 
TERROR7/OLDER TSARNAEV BROTHER SPEND 6 
MOS. IN DAGESTAN IN 2012
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“THE RUSSIAN CONNECTION: RUSSIAN GOV'T 
SOUGHT FBI'S HELP IN 2011 TO PROBE BOSTON
SUSPECT”_______________________________________
The FSB, the Russian Intelligence Services approached the 
US Intelligence Services, the FBI, with some information
about Tsarnaev____________________________________
what was the information that the FSB had on him that led
them to be concerned_______________________________
But then this guy’s goes to Dagestan in January of last year
and spends six or seven months..._____________________
what do we, what do the Russian Intelligence Services 
know about what he was doing there? To what extend was 
the FSB following up_______________________________
And when he returned to the United States, similarly, what 
was the FBI doing?________________________________
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Table 3. Linguistic Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype
FOX 1.2 Ruslan Tsarni [uncle] Russophone accent during interview

CNN

2.1 Ruslan Tsarni [uncle] Russophone accent during interview

2.2 Anzor Tsarnaev [father] speaking Russian with English 
V.O.

2.3 Maret Tsarnaev [aunt] Russophone accent during interview
MSNBC N/A N//A
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Table 4. Non-American Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype

FOX

1.2 LOWER THIRD: “Suspects ...have lived in U.S. for at 
least a year.

1.3 the brothers have been in the United States now for the 
better part of a decade

1.4 they're not originally from here but they pretty much grew 
up here.
having a hard time integrating
given their backgrounds of coming out of communities 
that have been brutalized and wracked by violence for a 
long period of time.
If they've been in the United States, let’s say they've been 
in the U.S. for the last ten years or so,

1.5 They appeared to blend in

CNN
2.1 he moved to the U.S. over a decade ago

he even won a scholarship
MSNBC 3.5 before moving to the U.S. ten years ago
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Table 5. Geographic Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype

FOX 1.4 FULL SCREEN MAP OF CHECHNYA IN RELATION TO 
RUSSIA FULL SCREEN CU MAP OF CHECHNYA

CNN 2.2 Interview with Anzor Tsamaev [father] :TEXT [upper left 
corner] Makhachkala, Russia

MSNBC

3.2

Highlighted “RUSSIAN FEDERATION” “MOSCOW” with 
an arrow. “NY” Red arrow from NY to MOSCOW labelled 
JANUARY 12, 2012. Red arrow from MOSCOW to NY 
labelled JULY 17,2012
if you’re on a watch-list and you have this ideology, you 
disappear in Chechnya and Dagestan for six months

3.4
FULL SCREEN MAP OF RUSSIA AND EUROPE. 
HIGHLIGHTED AND LABELED: “RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION” “CHECHNYA” “DAGESTAN”

3.5
FULL SCREEN world map rotates and zooms to map of 
Russian Caucasus. Markers; Chechnya, Dagestan, 
Makhachkala
FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD MAPTITLE: 
MARATHON BOMBER'S TRAVELUPPER LEFT: Photo of 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev w/his name underneath.Markers: 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION [geographic area highlighted], NY 
[geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW, RED ARROW 
from NY to MOSCOW [Dated: January 12, 2012], RED 
ARROW from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July 17, 20121.
FULL SCREEN STAGNANT MAP RUSSIAN CAUCUSES 
Markers; RUSSIAN FEDERATION [highlighted geographic 
area], CHECHNYA [highlighted geographic area], 
DAGESTAN [[highlighted geographic area], & 
MAKHACHKALA.
FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD MAP 
TITLE: MARATHON BOMBER'S TRAVEL 
UPPER LEFT: Photo of Tamerlan Tsarnaev w/his name 
underneath.
Markers: RUSSIAN FEDERATION [geographic area 
highlighted], NY [geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW, 
RED ARROW from NY to MOSCOW [Dated: January 12, 
2012], RED ARROW from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July 17, 
2012],
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Table 6. Homogenization Stereotype References

Network Transcript Stereotype

FOX

1.3 His father, who lives in Russia
Russian equivalent of Facebook

1.4
very concerned about the larger developments that lead back 
to Russia, Chechnya, and the North Caucuses.
But there is violence across the whole of the surrounding 
region including Dagestan where the two young men 
seemed to have had family members and may have even 
spent some portion of their youth. And Dagestan in many 
respects has become one of the most violent parts of the 
Russian Federation

1.6
leads us to that maybe the older brother has been trained in 
Russia

CNN

2.1 from the Russian Caucasus region
Facebook-like Russian social media website

2.4 when he was traveling to Russia to look into his activities
we know the older brother then traveled to Russia

MSNBC

3.2

Highlighted “RUSSIAN FEDERATION” “MOSCOW” 
with an arrow. “NY”
Red arrow from NY to MOSCOW labelled JANUARY 12, 
2012.
Red arrow from MOSCOW to NY labelled JULY 17, 2012
you disappear in Chechnya and Dagestan for six months

3.3 Russian social network
six month trip to Russia
before the older brother goes to Russia

3.4
that visit to Dagestan in southern Russia where six months 
last year
they never liked him

3.5

FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD MAP 
TITLE: MARATHON BOMBER'S TRAVEL 
UPPER LEFT: Photo of Tamerlan Tsarnaev w/his name 
underneath.
Markers: RUSSIAN FEDERATION [geographic area 
highlighted], NY [geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW,
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RED ARROW from NY to MOSCOW [Dated: January 12, 
2012], RED ARROW from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July
17, 20121._________________________________________
Federal authorities are looking closely at a six month trip 
that Tamerlan took to both Russian republics in January of
last year.__________________________________________
FULL SCREEN STAGNANT MAP RUSSIAN 
CAUCUSES
Markers; RUSSIAN FEDERATION [highlighted 
geographic area], CHECHNYA [highlighted geographic 
area], DAGESTAN [[highlighted geographic area], &
MAKHACHKALA._________________________________
FULL SCREEN
TITLE: “TAMERLAN TSARNAEV TRAVEL RECORD” 
LEFT: PHOTO OF TAMERLAN TSARNAEV 
LABELLED “DEAD”
RIGHT:
JAN 1,2012
LEFT JFK AIRPORT FOR MOSCOW, RUSSIA 
OVERSEAS FOR 6 MONTHS 
JULY 17,2012
RETURNED TO JFK_______________________________
FULL SCREEM MS KRYSTAL BALL LOWER THIRD: 
“THE RUSSIAN CONNECTION: TIES TO 
TERROR7/OLDER TSARNAEV BROTHER SPEND 6
MOS. IN DAGESTAN IN 2012_______________________
FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD MAP 
TITLE: MARATHON BOMBER'S TRAVEL 
UPPER LEFT: Photo of Tamerlan Tsarnaev w/his name 
underneath.
Markers: RUSSIAN FEDERATION [geographic area 
highlighted], NY [geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW, 
RED ARROW from NY to MOSCOW [Dated: January 12, 
2012], RED ARROW from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July 
17, 2012].__________________________________________
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Table 7. Chechen Stereotype References

Network Transcripts Stereotype
1.2 the suspects are from the region near Chechnya

So that raises a lot of questions too, as to whether or not, 
you know, the terrorist instincts here come from something 
that is more Al Qaeda related perhaps or more Chechen 
related perhaps.
suspects are from region near Chechnya

1.3
They both came from Dagestan, which is a Russian region 
near Chechnya
he ordered books about Chechen separatists

1.4
very concerned about the larger developments that lead 
back to Russia, Chechnya, and the North Caucuses.
they spent maybe the first eight to twelve, thirteen years of 
their lives in Chechnya

FOX

who may have heard of Chechnya at some point in time, 
who may know that they are separatist rebels who would 
like to break away from Russia who are fighting with the 
Russians
the history of the last twenty years of Chechnya
Chechnya has basically gone through two rounds of war 
with Russia since 1994... and there was three... four years
of really brutal conflict
in 99, 2000, just as Vladimir Putin is coming into the 
Kremlin the war breaks out again.
wasn't until just the last couple of years that Chechnya was 
seen by the Russian government as being pacified
[Chechnya] now under the control of a strong man, 
Ramzan Kadyrov

1.5 these kids that came out of a brew of the Chechen
Chechnya produced a trove of Al-Qaeda
terror that were done by the Islamist radicals in Chechnya
Chechnya experience is one of separation

2.1 they never liked him

CNN 2.3 They will say 'well, he had weapons'. Kids with weapons?
LOWER THIRD: “SOMEONE FRAMED THEM”
I'm a Chechen
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LOWER THIRD “BREAKING NEWS: UNCLE: THIS
3.1 HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH CHECHNYA”

Shame to Chechens.

3.3
about terrorism perpetrated by Russian authorities against 
Chechnya
mimicking accents of various ethnic groups around 
Chechnya. Armenians, Dagestanis, Chechens, etcetera
authorities are looking into the brother's ties to two Russian

MSNBC 3.5
republics, Dagestan and Chechnya he ethnic Chechen 
brothers attended school in Dagestan
the standoff between Russia and Chechnya the U.S. has
sided with the Chechens,
calling for Chechen independence
Although they are of Chechen ethnicity they've never lived 
in Chechnya, either of them.
Was it just simply that they saw that he was a Chechen in 
the United States? There aren't that many of them, about 50
or so,
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Appendix A
FOX Transcripts
Transcript 1.1 “Suspect No. 2 captured alive, awaiting interrogation” 
April 19, 2013 2:35-3:14

VIDEO AUDIO
BG Dark Blue 
Lower Third: Red:
Left - FOX NEWS logo 
center - “Suspect #2 Captured” 
right - Boston Bombing

FUHRMAN: Well, certainly Greta I'd like 
to know just exactly how he was 
recruited. It seems like his brother 
probably radicalized him. He seemed to 
be on a path to actually be a productive 
citizen in this country.

SPLIT SCREEN
UPPER LEFT: civilians holding
American flags
LOWER LEFT: Dzhokhar Tsarnaev mug 
shot w/red “CAPTURED” in red 
underneath
RIGHT: MS former LAPD detective 
Mark Fuhrman talking head

But there's got to be a mentor, there's got 
to be a trainer, there's got to be a contact 
in this country or with the brother going 
back to Russia. There's got to be a contact, 
there's got to be a link, this is not domestic 
terrorism, this is international terrorism. 
It's jihadist extremists and it comes from, 
well, Russia. And it comes from the 
Middle East.
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Transcript 1.2 “Boston Marathon Manhunt Timeline” 
April 19, 2013 2:30-2:55

VIDEO AUDIO
LS Watertown, MA

UPPER LEFT TEXT: Watertown, 
MA/9:50 AM ET
LOWER THIRD TEXT: One suspect in 
Boston bombing dead, manhunt 
underway for second suspect.
RIGHT TEXT: “Boston Marathon 
Manhunt/6:45 AM: Reported that 
suspects are from region near Chechnya 
& have lived in U.S. for at least a 
year/FOX FACTS

VO: 6:45 AM they reported that the 
suspects are from the region near 
Chechnya. At least that's where they were 
born. Jennifer Griffin just reported that 
they had also moved to the area north of 
Afghanistan at with their family at one 
point. So that raises a lot of questions too, 
as to whether or not, you know, the 
terrorist instincts here come from 
something that is more A1 Qaeda related 
perhaps or more Chechen related perhaps.
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Transcript 1.3 “What do we know about Boston bombing suspects?”
April 19, 2013 1:38-4:03

VIDEO AUDIO
SPLIT SCREEN
BG: Left to Right - Red, white & blue 
gradient
LOWER THIRD: Marathon 
Manhunt/FBI Investigating Suspects' 
Background/ALERT 
LEFT SCREEN: Intersection in 
Watertown, MA
RIGHT SCREEN: Darkened still frame 
from Boston Marathon, highlighting 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, a police officer, and 
8-year-old killed in bombing.

SPLIT SCREEN 
BG: same
LOWER THIRD: same 
LEFT SCREEN [SPLIT]: UPPER LEFT 
-  Intersection of Watertown, MA 
LOWER LEFT -  Trace Gallagher in 
newsroom
RIGHT SCREEN: FBI wanted poster of 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

[2:13] ROTATE RIGHT SCREEN: still 
of Tamerlan Tsarnaev from day of Boston 
Marathon

[2:25] ROTATE RIGHT SCREEN: still 
of Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev on 
day of Boston Bombing

VO: Coming within a few steps of the little 
8-year-old boy who was killed in the 
attack. The spot shadow there highlighting 
19-year-old Jo-har or Jo-car Sar-naev. And 
just to the left of the shadowed box there 
the little 8-year-old victim of the bombing.

VO: Trace Gallagher is live in our west- 
coast newsroom for us now. Trace... 
TRACE GALLAGHER: Well, you know 
John the family says the brothers have been 
in the United States now for the better part 
of a decade. They lived together just 
outside of Boston. They both came from 
Dagestan, which is a Russian region near 
Chechnya that has also been plagues by

Islamic Insurgents in recent years because, 
of course, of the separatist wars. Both 
attended very prestigious schools, public 
schools in the Boston Area. We know that 
26-year-old

Tamerlan Tsarnaev who was killed in a 
shootout with police earlier this morning 
had a Youtube channel with a terrorist 
playlist that included bloody videos and 
messages about Allah and martyrdom.
Also an Amazon-dot-com account where 
he ordered books about Chechen 
separatists and the mafia. Tamerlan was 
also in mixed martial arts. He was a golden
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[3:03] ROTATE RIGHT SCREEN: 
mugshot photo of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

[3:14] ROTATE RIGHT SCREEN: 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in graduation robe.

[3:24] ROTATE RIGHT SCREEN: 
B&W photo of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

SPLIT SCREEN 
BG: same
LOWER THIRD: Rotate from same, to 
RUSLAN TSARNI, to same.
LEFT SCREEN: Ruslan Tsarni 
RIGHT SCREEN: FBI wanted poster of 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

gloves boxer who had won the Rocky 
Marciano award for best boxer in his 
weight class. Tamerlan Tsarnaev was also 
arrested in 2011 for assaulting his 
girlfriend. It is unknown if they were still 
dating at the time. Now, he was enrolled 
off and on in a community college,

he was said to be working odd jobs. And 
AP is just now reporting that last year he 
traveled to Russia out of

JFK and that he was gone for six months. 
His 19-year-old brother Jo-Kar is a student 
at the University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth. His father, who lives in Russia 
says that

Jo-Kar is a second-year med student. That 
has not been confirmed. He wrestled in 
high school, was said to be a star athlete 
and student. Those who know him say he 
was well liked, very kind, and they're very 
shocked to hear about this. He has a page 
on the Russian equivalent of Facebook 
where he says he is Muslim and that his 
personal goals are career and money. His 
father called him a true angel. His uncle, 
who lives in Maryland was not nearly as 
kind. Listen...________________________
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RUSLAN TSARNI: [Thick Russophone 
accent] He only, I say, what I think was 
behind it... Being losers not being able to 
settle themselves and terrified just hating 
everyone who did.
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Transcript 1.4 “Does Boston bombing suspects' background give clues?”
April 19,2013 0:00-4:39

VIDEO AUDIO
BACKGROUND: ECU Pixelated screen 
SPLIT SCREEN:
LEFT: MS Fox News Anchor 
RIGHT: MS Guest -  Fiona Hill

FULL SCREEN MS FIONA HILL

HOST: “Well Fiona, as we're trying to 
piece together this information as is 
everybody else about these two brothers, 
about what their motives might have been. 
Uh, what jumps out at you because these 
are two guys who have been in the united 
states for a long time. They pretty much., 
they're not originally from here but they 
pretty much grew up here. How does 
something like this happen?

FIONA: Well, something like this happens, 
uh, as we know, sadly only too well. Um, 
by people searching for themselves and in 
many respects look for new identities for 
themselves, not finding them, having a hard 
time integrating. I mean, this unfortunately 
is a classic age of your late teens and early 
twenties to have these kinds of crises where 
you're looking for something bigger. It's the 
time when people join gangs, when the 
people become radicalized by association 
with others in many different forms. And is 
sounds like in this case of these two young 
men that we're talking about, given their 
backgrounds of coming out of communities 
that have been brutalized and wracked by 
violence for a long period of time. From 
what we're also hearing, one of them was at 
east very active in the social media and 

was very concerned about the larger 
developments that lead back to Russia, 
Chechnya, and the North Caucuses. That 
they've found their own pathways to 
personal radicalization here. And I guess as 
time unfolds we'll find out whether they 
were involved with any others but it's 
perfectly plausible that it's just the two of 
them acting together as brothers,
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SPLIT SCREEN:
LEFT: MS Fox News Anchor 
RIGHT: MS Guest -  Fiona Hill

FULL SCREEN MS FIONA HILL

FULL SCREEN MAP OF CHECHNYA IN 
RELATION TO RUSSIA

FULL SCREEN CU MAP OF CHECHNYA

radicalizing each other and egging each 
other on to do something... to take some 
kind of action and to make some kind of 
statement.

HOST: If they've been in the United States. 
And we don't know precisely how long, the 
reports have varied a little bit, but lets say 
they've been in the U.S. for the last ten 
years or so, which means that they spent 
maybe the first eight to twelve, thirteen 
years of their lives in Chechnya, uh, in a 
part of the worlds that's all too familiar 
with violence. Explain to our audience, 
who may have heard of Chechnya at some 
point in time, who may know that they are 
separatist rebels who would like to break 
away from Russia who are fighting with the 
Russians But just give us a sense of what 
these men, these young men, might have 
experienced in the first, sort of, decade of 
their lives growing up in this part of the 
world.

FIONA HILL: Yes, if you look back at the 
listory of the last twenty years of 
Chechnya which actually even precedes 
their birth. Chechnya has basically gone 
through two rounds of war with Russia 
since 1994. Under Boris Yeltsin just after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union the 
Russian military invaded Chechnya in the 
December of 1994 and there was three... 
our years of really brutal conflict. It was 

very much on the front pages, the headlines 
around the world on a regular basis. The 
Russians and Chechens signed a peace 
treaty in the late 1990s and then in 99,
2000, just as Vladimir Putin is coming into 
the Kremlin the war breaks out again. And 
Vladimir Putin has been pretty much 
'ocused on suppressing that war. It was 

turned into a counter-insurgency operation
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SPLIT SCREEN:
LEFT: MS Fox News Anchor 
RIGHT: MS Guest -  Fiona Hill

in the early 2000s and under the conduct of 
the security services, the FSB, the former 
KGB. And really it wasn't until just the last 
couple of years that Chechnya was seen by 
the Russian government as being pacified, 
you know, in all the senses that that's 
supposed to mean. Its now under the 
control of a strong man, Ramzan Kadyrov 
who is very close to Putin personally. But 
there is violence across the whole of the 
surrounding region including Dagestan 
where the two young men seemed to have 
had family members and may have even 
spent some portion of their youth. And 
Dagestan in many respects has become one 
of the most violent parts of the Russian 
Federation with pretty much daily reports 
of clashes between radicalized militants 
and the local authorities, assassination of 
local leaders, and the kinds of violence that 
we just saw in Boston perpetrated against 
innocent people. Explosions in market 
places, in the streets, and this kind of 
information about what's happening there is 
on YouTube. You know, if anyone wants to 
go behind the headlines there's an awful lot 
of information about what's going on on the 
ground even if you're not there.

HOST: Fiona Hill from the Brookings 
Institution with some very interesting 
insight on a dangerous part of the world.
We understand that these two suspects, one 
now dead from this part of the world.
Fiona, thank you for joining us
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Transcript 1.5 “Boston Bombing: Was religion a motivation”
April 19, 2013 0 :10- 1:44

VIDEO AUDIO
FULL SCREEN MS ZUHDI JASSER ZUHDI JASSER: We try to 

compartmentalize and as we try to 
understand every different element that 
attacks our nation and our democracy. I 
would be careful in compartmentalizing 
too much these kids that came out of a 
brew of the Chechen radicalization of their 
Muslim community. Chechnya produced a 
trove of Al-Qaeda around the world that 
went to Afghanistan, Iraq, and even Syria 
and ultimately that conflict and the way 
the Russians addressed it and also the Al- 
Qaeda radicals that came out of there. As 
we remember Bezlan and just the horrific 
types of terror that were done by the 
Islamist radicals in Chechnya. But one of 
the things thats important here is that these 
two came to the United States. They 
appeared to blend in, the wanted to do 
sports, wanted to even do Olympics with 
America rather than Russia. But one of the 
things that we failed is that we continue in 
our counter-terrorism to address things 
like a 'whack-a-mole' program when we 
get them right before the make the 
pressure cooker bombs. And what we're 
not, what we've been asleep at the wheel 
now for eleven years has been addressing 
their identification process of separatism 
and the Chechnya experience is one of 
separation. One of these guys had on their 
website that their world view is of'Islam' 
period, full stop. These guys view Islamic 
supremacist, the Islamic state as dominant 
over every other type of government 
including American liberty. And until we 
as Muslims address this debate, this battle, 
against- or for liberty but against political 
slam we are not going to de-radicalize or
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counter-radicalize any of these individuals 
that are susceptible to the 'morphine' the 
drug of Jihadism.
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Transcript 1.6 “Terror expert: They are part of a cell” 
April 19, 2013 0 :49- 1:15

VIDEO AUDIO
BACKGROUND: GREY AND RED 
GRAPHICS
LOWER THIRD: “RPT: TERROR 
CHATTER’ SEEN PICKING UP IN DAYS 
AFTER BOSTON BOMBINGS”

LOWER THIRD FAR RIGHT SCROLLING 
TEXT “ALERT”

SPLIT SCREEN:
LEFT: CU Pixelated photo of Dzhokhar A 
Tsarnaev w/name printed underneath. 
RIGHT: CU pixelated photo of Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev w/name printed underneath

CENTER: pixelated photo of Dzhokhar and 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev in a crowd from day of 
bombing.

BRIGITTE GABRIEL: “We believe that 
they did not act alone like Mike referred 
earlier. They have gotten some 
professional help somehow in putting that 
bomb together and that's what leads us to 
that maybe the older brother has been 
trained in Russia when he went back on 
his trip...

BRIGITTE GABRIEL: ...as a part of a 
bigger operation, and they are just an 
implant in the United States as a part of 
many like them, Islamist, Jihadists driven 
by the cause but operating in different 
cities.
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Appendix B
CNN Transcripts
Transcript 2.1 “Teen bomb suspect 'never a troublemaker'”” 
April 19, 2013 23:35 PM 0:18 -  2:43

VIDEO AUDIO
BACKGROUND: Blue & Red world map 
CENTER: pixelated photo of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev in white baseball cap from 
bombing.
LOWER THIRD: BREAKING NEWS: 
“MANHUNT FOR TEEN BOMB 
SUSPECT: 19-year-old Dzhokar Tsarnaev 
on the loose”

FULL SCREEN: map of Russian Caucasus 
labeled: “Russian Caucasus” highlighting 
Chechnya and Dagestan.
LOWER THIRD: BREAKING NEWS: 
“MANHUNT FOR TEEN BOMB 
SUSPECT: 19-year-old Dzhokar Tsarnaev 
on the loose”

MS RUSLAN TSARNI at press conference 
LOWER THIRD: “RUSLAN TSARNI: 
Suspects' Uncle”

BACKGROUND: Blue & Red world map 
CENTER pixelated photo of Dzhokhar & 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev from bombing.
LOWER THIRD: BREAKING NEWS: 
“MANHUNT FOR TEEN BOMB 
SUSPECT: 19-year-old Dzhokar Tsarnaev 
on the loose”

MS RUSLAN TSARNI at press conference 
LOWER THIRD: “RUSLAN TSARNI: 
Suspects' Uncle”

BACKGROUND: Blue & Red world map 
CENTER: Screenshot of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev's twitter account.

JIM ACOSTA: Relatives who haven't been 
in touch with Dzhokhar can only guess 
about his motives since he moved to the...

... US over a decade ago from the Russian 
Caucasus region and sought asylum with 
his family.

RUSLAN TSARNI: We're Muslims. We're 
Chechens. We're ethnic Chechens. 
Somebody radicalized them.

JIM ACOSTA: The suspects' uncle who 
lives in Maryland was asked by reporters 
what might have provoked Dzhokhar and 
his now dead brother Tamerlan.

RUSLAN TSARNI: Being losers! I say, 
Dzhokhar if you're alive turn yourself in 
and ask for forgiveness.

JIM ACOSTA: But it tweets on what 
appears to be Dzhokhar's twitter account 
there is little sign of remorse. “Ain't no 
love in the heart of the city, stay safe 
Deople...” read one tweet posted after the 
xtmbing...
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CENTER-TOP: “Jahar @J_tsar -  Ain't no 
love in the heart of the city, stay safe people 
-  15 Apr

CENTER-TOP: “Jahar @J-tsar -  I'm a stress 
free kind of guy

CENTER: Screenshot of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev's “VK” account.

CENTER-RIGHT: Video of small Syrian 
child crying.

CENTER-LEFT: pixelated photo of 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev wearing a hoodie with 
the hood up.
CENTER-RIGHT: Photo of young Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev.

CENTER Photo of a big building [?]

FULL SCREEN: LS MIT Cop-shooting 
footage

...and two days later, “I'm a stress free kind 
of guy.”

. . .On what's believed to be his account on a 
Facebok-like Russian social media website 
the suspect's world view is describes as 
'Islam' and his personal priority 'career and 
money'.

...A video is posted showing the carnage 
from the civil war in Syria.

...U.S. officials say Dzhokhar became a 
citizen on September 11 th of last year.

...And attended high school in Cambridge 
outside Boston where he even won a 
scholarship...

...before enrolling at the Dartmouth campus 
of the University of Massachusetts.

...most friends and teachers say they never 
saw any signs of trouble.

CENTER: Pixelated photo of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev from day of bombing.
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Transcript 2.2 “Suspect's Father: Someone Framed Them”
April 19,2013 04:44 PM
0:00-1:52

VIDEO AUDIO
FULL SCREEN: MS Anzor Tsarnaev 
LOWER THIRD: “BREAKING NEWS -  
ANZOR TSARNAEV: Suspects' Father” 
FAR RIGHT LOWER THIRD: 
“MANHUNT FBI HOTLINE 1-800-CALL- 
FBI & Dzhokhar's mugshot”

TEXT [upper left corner] Makhachkala, 
Russia
LEFT: MS Anzor Tsarnaev 
RIGHT: photo of Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
“DEAD” & photo of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
“ON THE RUN”
LOWER THIRD: “BREAKING NEWS -  
SUSPECTS' DAD: “SOMEONE FRAMED 
THEM” - Says “cowards” shot elder son to 
death

ANZOR TSARNAEV: (In Russian, V.O. 
in British English) Someone framed them I 
don't know who exactly did it. But they did. 
Being cowards, they shot the boy dead. 
There are cops like this.

V.O.: When you try calling the younger 
one the phone is off?

ANZOR TSARNAEV: All the phones are 
switched off, I can't even get through to my 
brothers.

...one of them is a great lawyer and I can't 
get through to him. I want to get more 
information. Those are my kids, you 
understand? I'm afraid for my other boy, 
maybe he will be shot dead, too. They will 
say 'well, he had weapons'. Kids with 
weapons? You don't find weapons in a 
garbage dump. I have nothing more to say. 
All because I'm afraid for my son and his 
life. They should arrest him, maybe, and 
bring him. But alive, alive. And justice 
should decide who is right and who is 
guilty.

V.O.: You've been living there a long time, 
lave you ever had any complaints about the 
justice there?

ANZOR TSARNAEV: No, never, but I 
didn't ever face it so how can I know about 
the justice system there? I didn't have any 
problems.

V.O.: The day before you spoke to your 
elder son. What did he tell you?
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FULL SCREEN: Anzor Tsarnaev.
TEXT -  UPPER LEFT: “Makhachkala, 
Russia”
LOWER THIRD: “BREAKING NEWS -  
SUSPECTS' DAD: “SOMEONE FRAMED 
THEM” - Says “cowards” shot elder son to 
death

ANZOR TSARNAEV: He said everything 
was okay. I even asked him, how's 
Dzhokhar, did you help him? Look after 
him? And make sure he's studying well? So 
he would spend less time with friends and 
more time studying? You quit university 
because you got married early. So let the 
kid at least graduate. Because in this life a 
person who doesn't learn is working ... 
working hard. That's why I'm always 
telling them...

...study. Study!

V.O.: Did you talk about this explosion and 
what happened there?

ANZOR TSARNAEV: No. Not at all. 
Thank Allah that they were not there and 
didn't suffer. This is it. So that explosion. I 
honestly can't imagine who could do this. 
Whoever did it is a bastard. I have nothing 
more to say.
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Transcript 2.3 “Suspects' aunt questions evidence” 
April 19, 2013 20:10 PM 0:55 -  2:43

VIDEO AUDIO
UPPER LEFT:
“Toronto, Canada”

LEFT:
MCU MARET TSARNAEV 

RIGHT:
Pixeleated photos, left Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
“DEAD”, right Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
“WANTED”

LOWER THIRD:
“BREAKING NEWS -
SUSPECTS' AUNT: 'FIRST REACTION
WAS ANGER' -
Says 'How could they do this... what 
beliefs?'”

RIGHT- Rotated
LS Humvees driving along [Boston] street. 

UPPER RIGHT:
“Watertown, Massachusetts -  2:07 PM”

MARET TSARNAEV: [Russian accent] 
My first call to FBI -  they could not have 
done this. Where are evidence? All you're 
showing is just the footage, two guys are 
walking. And I found it strange -  Tamerlan 
walking in the front, Dzhokhar is in the 
back... Why wouldn't they come together? 
You know, together, as brothers, as I used 
to know them?

REPORTER 1 [off-screen]: So are you 
suspicious that maybe they really did do 
this?

MARET TSARNAEV: No! I am 
suspicious that this was staged. The picture 
was staged.

REPORTER 2 [off-screen]: By who?

MARET TSARNAEV: Whoever needs 
this!

REPORTER 1 [off-screen]: But why would 
they-

MARET TSARNAEV: Whoever is looking 
:?or those who need to be blamed for this 
attacks.

REPORTER 1 [off-screen]: So you think 
they're being set up by someone else. Not 
the authorities? Do you think they're being 
set up by someone else?
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MARET TSARNAEV: W-w-who do you 
mean, someone else?!

REPORTER 1 [off-screen]: Well someon-

MARET TSARNAEV: Who is interested 
in this case? When you blowing up people 
and you want to bring attention to 
something, for some purpose, you know, 
you do that math. But don't you do that 
math, why me?

REPORTER 2 [off-screen]: Polic-

MARET TSARNAEV: As I said, I'm used 
to being set up. Before I left former Soviet 
Union Countries, that's how I lived. Always 
straight way, best suited, best walker. I'm a 
Chechen. I have to prove myself twice, 
triple times more than Kirgiz or Kozak who 
live on their own land.
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Transcript 2.4 “Intl. govt, asked for info on suspect” 
April 20, 2013 11:59 AM 0:00-2:09____________

VIDEO AUDIO
MS Barbara Starr 
UPPER LEFT:
“Pentagon- 
6:52 AM”
LOWER THIRD: “BARBARA STARR- 
Pentagon Correspondent”

SPLIT SCREEN 
LEFT MS Barbara Starr 
RIGHT CU mugshot Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
(Ken Burns zoom in, rotate to younger 
passport photo, rotate to Tamerlan and 
Dzhokhar on bombing surveillance footage, 
rotate to split screen (left) Tamerlan from 
surveillance footage and (right) Dzhokhar 
from surveillance footage, rotate to another 
still of Tamerlan and Dzhokhar from 
surveillance footage, rotate to CU still of 
Dzhokhar from surveillance footage, rotate to 
CU of Tamerlan from surveillance 
footage, rotate to CU still of Dzhokhar from 
surveillance footage, repeat rotations.

LOWER THIRD:
“AGENCIES REVIEW BOMBING 
SUSPECTS -
U.S. official: suspects not likely directly tied 
to al Qaeda”

ROTATE LOWER THIRD: “THE 
INVESTIGATION WILL CONTINUE” - 
FBI director says agency seeks answers, 
justice

FULL SCREEN:

BARBARA STARR: What did these 
brothers really involved in? Did they...

.. .have outside help and support to carry 
out these attacks? Are there ties to terrorist 
groups? That's why you're not seeing him 
read his Miranda warnings. The younger 
brother and that means he doesn't have to 
have a lawyer right away. No decision on 
whether he's going to be held as an enemy 
combatant, but they wanna get as much 
information as possible. They are using the 
government's detainee interrogation group 
to do that. We are told the best experts the 
government has in interrogation. So where 
are we right now? Well, the FBI as we now 
know had a request from a foreign 
government to look into the older brother...

... last year before travel- when he was 
traveling to Russia to look into his 
activities. They- there was a belief by that 
government that he may be involved in 
some kind of activities. The FBI did look 
into it and they've issued a statement. And I 
want to read it to you in part...

... saying, 'In response to the 2011 the FBI 
checked U.S. government databases and 
other information to look for such things a
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“INVESTIGATION OF SUSPECTS

the FBI checked U.S. government databases 
and other information to look for such things 
a derogatory telephone communications, 
possible use of online sites associated with 
the promotion o f ...”

LOWER THIRD: “TWO BROTHERS,
TWO ENDINGS IN BOMBINGS - 
One killed, the other captured alive”

“...radical activity, associations with other 
persons of interest, travel history and plans, 
and education history... The FBI did not find 
any terrorism activity, domestic or foreign, 
and those results...”

...were provided to the foreign government in 
the summer of 2011.”

FULL SCREEN MS BARBARA STARR

LOWER THIRD: “AGENCIES REVIEW 
BOMBING SUSPECTS -  U.S. intelligence 
search for motivation”

derogatory telephone communications, 
possible use of online sites associated with 
the promotion of...

... radical activity, associations with other 
persons of interest, travel history and plans, 
and education history... The FBI did not 
find any terrorism activity, domestic or 
foreign, and those results...

...were provided to the foreign government 
in the summer of 2011.” And we know the 
older brother...

...then traveled to Russia last year in 2012. 
What we also know is that the FBI asked 
that foreign government for more 
information so that they could look again to 
see if there was anything more. They said 
that the foreign government did not come 
back to them. Now, the FBI, the CIA, once 
again going back through all their 
information, all of their databases to see if 
they can find any link to any terrorism 
activity and of course wanting very much 
to talk to this young man.
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Transcript 2.5 “Boston suspect was 'extremist,' 'violent'” 
April 20, 2013 22:59 AM 0:20 -  2:09

VIDEO AUDIO
MLS Laura Sullivan

LOWER THIRD: “FRIENDS OF 
SUSPECT'S WIFE SPEAK -  The 3 women 
attended college with Tamerlan Tsarnaev”

LOWER THIRD: “LAURA SULLIVAN -  
Interviewed friends of suspect's wife”

FULL SCREEN
Worm's eye MS Tamerlan Tsarnaev boxing, 
rotate LS Tamerlan Tsarnaev laying in 
boxing ring,

LOWER THIRD: “FRIENDS OF 
SUSPECT'S WIFE SPEAK”

SPLIT SCREEN
LEFT MS Laura Sullivan
RIGHT LS photo Tamerlan Tsarnaev laying
in boxing ring, rotate to LS Tamerlan
Tsarnaev standing in street with gym bag,
rotate to MS of Tamerlan Tsarnaev boxing.

LAURA SULLIVAN: Well, they all met 
freshman year. They say that Catherine 
Russell their roommate met [Tamerlan] at 
a bar...

... and from the very beginning they never 
liked him. They thought that he was very 
controlling, they described him as 
manipulative of her...

...and they said that he had a real violent 
streak that really troubled them for a long 
time....

...they said sometimes he had the ability 
to fly into a rage, that he would hang out 
with them and party and that he would 
smoke and drink in the beginning and 
then all of that changed.
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Appendix C
MSNBC Transcripts
Transcript 3.1 “Law enforcement works to 'build the mosaic' of Boston bombing 
suspects”
April 18,2013 08:00 PM 0 :00- 1:20

VIDEO AUDIO
GREY BACKGROUND 
SPLIT SCREEN
LEFT “MONTGOMERY VILLAGE, 
MD” EST scene in front of Ruslan 
Tsarni's house
RIGHT “WANTED” mug shot of 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev “DZHOKAR 
TSARNAEV -  1-800-CALL-FBI” 
LOWER THIRD “BREAKING NEWS: 
UNCLE: THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO 
WITH CHECHNYA” rotates to 
“UNCLE: I JUST WANTED MY 
FAMILY TO BE AWAY FROM 
THEM”

rotate LEFT LONG EST footage of 
marathon aftermath

LOWER THIRD: “BOSTON AREA ON 
LOCKDOWN -  ONE SUSPECT DEAD, 
ONE ON THE RUN”

RICHARD ENGLE V.O.: Alright, there the 
uncle of the 19-year-old Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
emphatic about his anger for his nephew. 
Saying that 'if you are alive turn yourself in, 
ask for forgiveness.' He is also saying the last 
time he has seen them was about four years 
ago. He did give us a better understanding of 
their background but absolutely upset and 
emphatic about Dzhokhar Tsarnaev and what 
he said...

...was shame to his family. Shame to 
Chechens. Roger Cressey you were listening 
along with me as we listened to Ruslan Tsarni, 
you put together what we learned today and 
the information from others as we get a sense 
of who Dzhokhar is. And what's your 
thought?

ROGER CRESSEY V.O.: Well Richard, that 
was a pretty powerful statement by a relative. 
And you know, couple points I want to make 
right now right up front. Is that regardless of 
their motivation, regardless of their lengths, 
regardless of why they did what they did, we 
need to be careful not to paint a broad brush 
against a particular ethnic community and 
particularly a community in the greater 
3oston area. So I hope we all, as we go 
or ward here are keeping that first and 
'oremost in our minds.
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Transcript 3.2. “Analysis: How foreign terrorists interpreted Boston news” 
April 20, 2013 12:08 PM 2:55-4:17

VIDEO AUDIO
MS ALEX WITT 
LOWER THIRD: “THE 
INVESTIGATION: TERROR 
WEBSITES CELEBRATE BOSTON 
BOMBING ATTACK”

LS ALEX WITT AND RICHARD 
ENGLE AND AT INTERVIEW DESK

MS RICHARD ENGLE

FULL SCREEN WORLD MAP. 
“MARATHON BOMBER'S TRAVEL 
UPPER LEFT photo Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
“TAMERLAN TSARNAEV” 
Highlighted “RUSSIAN FEDERATION” 
“MOSCOW” with an arrow. “NY”
Red arrow from NY to MOSCOW 
labelled JANUARY 12, 2012.

ALEX WITT: In and of itself the fact that 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev spent six months, between 
January and July of last year overseas.... I 
meant, that can be innocent enough but I mea-

RICHARD ENGLE: I've spent six months 
overseas.

ALEX WITT: I'm sure you do!

RICHARD ENGLE: I mean, people travel all 
the time...

ALEX WITT: Absolutely! But the fact that-

RICHARD ENGLE: It's more so suspicious of 
their internet, you know, trail. The FBI and 
the Russian Intelligence were aware of all of 
their

activities so when you put all the pieces 
together then yes ....

ALEX WITT: What were some of those 
Dieces?

RICHARD ENGLE: Well, we spent a lot of 
time looking at that yesterday. This YouTube 
channel that Michael was just talking about, 
t's very sympathetic to, let’s call them, radical 
slamic causes...

...the same kind of terminology that is used by 
al Qaeda sympathizers the same kind of stuff 
that you find in these chat rooms.
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Red arrow from MOSCOW to NY 
labelled JULY 17,2012

SPLIT SCREEN
LEFT PREVIOUS FULL SCREEN 
IMAGE
RIGHT MS RICHARD ENGLE 
LOWER THIRD: “RICHARD ENGLE 
NBV NEWS CHIEF FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENT”

ROTATE LEFT IMAGE TO 
TAMERLAN TSARNAEV FROM 
BOMBING SURVEILLANCE ROTATE 
TO STILLS OF TAMERLAND AND 
DZHOKHAR FROM BOMBING 
SURVEILLANCE

...now, that's not illegal, you can believe that if 
you want, there's nothing wrong with just 
believing it. But if you’re on a watch-list and 
you have this ideology, you disappear in 
Chechnya and Dagestan for six months ...

.. .that combination you would think would 
probably trip some wires.
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Transcript 3.3 “What we can learn from Boston suspect's social media accounts” 
April 20, 2013 04:53 PM 0:29 -  1:29

VIDEO AUDIO
MS [ANCHOR]
LOWER THIRD - “BOSTON 
MARATHON BOMBING: SUSPECT'S 
YOUTUBE ACCOUNT HAD VIOLENT 
JIHADI VIDEOS”

FULL SCREEN DZHOKHAR 
TSARNAEV VK.COM PROFILE

MS [ANCHOR]
LOWER THIRD - “BOSTON 
MARATHON BOMBING: SUSPECT’S 
YOUTUBE ACCOUNT HAD VIOLENT 
JIHADI VIDEOS”

MS BOB WINDREM

LS [Anchor] AND ROBERT WINDREM

MS ROBERT WINDREM

FULL SCREEN: ROTATE 
SCREENSHOT OF TAMERLAN 
TSARNAEV FROM SURVEILLANCE 
FOOTAGE

[ANCHOR]: Meantime the younger brother, 
Dzhokhar, was even more active on social 
media...

...his profile page on a Russian social 
network described his world view as Islam 
and listed his personal priority as career and 
money.

Dzhokhar was also very active on Twitter, 
sending over 1000 tweets including some 
after the bombing. NBC Nightly News 
Investigative

...reporter Robert Windrem joins me now. 
You've been looking into this. So let’s start 
with Tamerlan and what you've been able to 
find out about his activity on social media.

ROBERT WINDREM: Well, what's 
interesting, first of all, is the timing. He sets 
up this site, or his YouTube account I should 
say about three weeks after he returns from 
this six-month trip to Russia that has 
everyone so intrigued. And within a couple 
of weeks after that he sets up two playlists of 
videos that he is uploading. One is entitled 
Islam, the other is entitled Terrorists. And to 
:>e fair the second may be about terrorism 
perpetrated by Russian authorities against 
Chechnya.
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Transcript 3.3.1. “What we can learn from Boston suspect's social media accounts” 3:06- 
3:45

VIDEO AUDIO
MS ROBERT WINDREM

FULL SCREEN: ROTATE 
SCREENSHOT OF TAMERLAN 
TSARNAEV FROM SURVEILLANCE 
FOOTAGE

LS [anchor] and ROBERT WINDREM

ROBERT WINDREM: On his brother's 
Facebook page there were jokes and there 
was a very intriguing video taken before the 
older brother goes to Russia, I which the 
older brother is mimicking accents of various 
ethnic groups around Chechnya. Armenians, 
Dagestanis, Chechens, etcetera and they're all 
sitting in a car as the younger brother 
videotapes this and having a good time. So 
it's very difficult from the younger brother's 
account to see anything that is suspicious or 
linked to some sort of terror. The older 
brother is a bit more stoic and also a bit more 
radical.
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Transcript 3.4. “Bombing suspect's Russia trip probed by authorities” 
April 21, 2013 03:35 PM 0:00-1:39

VIDEO AUDIO
MS CRAIG MELVIN

FULL SCREEN MAP OF RUSSIA AND 
EUROPE. HIGHLIGHTED AND 
LABELED: “RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION” “CHECHNYA” 
“DAGESTAN”

FULL SCREEN CU PHOTO OF 
ADRENNE MONG “NBC NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT”

ROTATE PHOTOS OF TAMERLAN 
TSARNAEV & SURVEILLANCE 
FROM BOSTON BOMBING

LOWER THIRD - “THE 
INVESTIGATION: DAGESTAN IS A 
REGION OF RUSSIA, BORDERED 
WITH CHECHNYA”

CRAIG MELVIN: Back to Boston. New 
questions about the older Tsarnaev's 
brother... the older Tsarnaev, that visit to 
Dagestan in southern Russia where six 
months last year. Investigators still want to 
know who he met and what he did there. 
NBC's Adrienne Mong is in Dagestan she is 
following this part of the story. She is with us 
on the phone. Adrienne, at this point, what do 
we know about the older brother's visit there 
and what do we know about who he met?

ADRIENNE MONG: Good day, Craig, well, 
we know that he went to see an uncle who is 
very, very religious, who is not an official 
Imam, who is a spiritual leader, preacher, 
type. But what they talked about isn't clear to 
us. It's possible that he sought guidance from 
him. We spoke to another family relative 
who said that he knows that they met and that 
Tamerlan stayed with this uncle. There have 
also been reports of sightings, people who 
claim they saw him at a local mosque and 
they recognized him because of his physical 
athletic physique. Athleticism is highly 
valued in this part of the world so it's the 
dnd of thing that people notice about one 
another. And also because he was an 
American and it's very, very rare to see an 
American here. But I believe that authorities 
30th in this part of the world and the U.S. are 
still trying to establish who he might have 
met that might have been of interest to them.
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Transcript 3.5 “Big questions linger after Boston bombings” 
April 22, 2013 3:56 PM 0:00 -  3:35

VIDEO AUDIO
MED S.E. Cupp

LOWER THIRD “Join the conversation 
on Twitter @thecyclemsnbc”

FULL SCREEN world map rotates and 
zooms to map of Russian Caucasus. 
Markers; Chechnya, Dagestan, 
Makhachkala

CENTER TOP “TSARNAEV 
BROTHERS’ ROOTS”

UPPER RIGHT head-shots of Tamerlan 
and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev w/their names 
underneath

FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD 
MAP
TITLE: MARATHON BOMBER'S 
TRAVEL
UPPER LEFT: Photo of Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev w/his name underneath.
Markers: RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
[geographic area highlighted], NY 
[geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW, 
RED ARROW from NY to MOSCOW 
[Dated: January 12, 2012], RED ARROW 
from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July 17, 
2012],

MED S.E. Cupp

LOWER THIRD “LIKE US ON 
facebook.com/thecyclemsnbc

MS Andrew Kuchins

S.E. CUPP: In the search for answers, 
authorities are looking into the brother's ties 
to two Russian republics, Dagestan and 
Chechnya...

...the ethnic Chechen brothers attended 
school in Dagestan a predominantly Muslim 
region before moving to the U.S. ten years 
ago...

...Federal authorities are looking closely at a 
six month trip that Tamerlan took to both 
Russian republics in January of last year...

...They want to know if he received any 
terror training while he was there. Russian 
authorities asked the FBI for information on 
the older brother as early as 2011. The FBI 
spoke to Tsarnaev and family members but 
ound no link to terrorism.

Andrew Kuchins is the director of the 
Hussia-Eurasia program at the center for 
strategic and international studies.
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LOWER THIRD “Join the conversation 
on Twitter @thecyclemsnbc” change to 
“THE RUSSIAN CONNECTION 
@dubois: 'this means the government 
could seek the death penalty.’ - 
@petewilliamsnbc #boston”

SPLIT SCREEN: LEFT MS S.E. Cupp 
RIGHT Andrew Kuchins

FULL SCREEN MS S.E. Cupp

FULL SCREEN STAGNANT MAP 
RUSSIAN CAUCUSES 
Markers; RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
[highlighted geographic area], 
CHECHNYA [highlighted geographic 
area], DAGESTAN [[highlighted 
geographic area], & MAKHACHKALA.

SPLIT SCREEN: LEFT MS S.E. Cupp 
RIGHT Andrew Kuchins

FULL SCREEN MS Andrew Kuchins

SPLIT SCREEN:
UPPER LEFT, TOURE 
LOWR LEFT, KRYSTAL BALL 
CENTER, ANDREW KUCHINS 
UPPER RIGHT, SE CUPPS

...welcome!

ANDREW KUCHINS: Thanks S.E.

S.E. CUPP: Help us understand the geo
politics of that region. For one, in the 
standoff between Russia and Chechnya the 
U.S. has sided with the Chechens, we've been 
calling out Russia for human rights abuses...

... calling for Chechen independence, and 
further there isn't a huge, overwhelming, 
strong anti-American fervor...

....in that region. On the other hand there is 
roots of Jihadism. So which is more likely...

...and influence over the Tsarnaev brothers? 
Is it Chechen politics or Jihadism?

ANDRW KUCHINS: I think it’s most likely 
a global jihadist ideologies that have inspired 
the Tsarnaev brothers. Although they are of 
Chechen ethnicity they've never lived in 
Chechnya, either of them. So that would be 
my speculation on that question.

KRYSTAL BALL: Well, Andrew as you 
know in 2011, Russian authorities asked the 
FBI to investigate Tamerlan and...

...deciphering if there were any problems 
with that follow up whether everything was
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LOWER RIGHT, ARI MELBER

FULL SCREEM MS KRYSTAL BALL 
LOWER THIRD: “THE RUSSIAN 
CONNECTION: TIES TO 
TERROR7/OLDER TSARNAEV 
BROTHER SPEND 6 MOS. IN 
DAGESTAN IN 2012”

FULL SCREEN MS ANDREW 
KUCHINS

LOWER THIRD: “THE RUSSIAN 
CONNECTION: RUSSIAN GOV'T 
SOUGHT FBI’S HELP IN 2011 TO 
PROBE BOSTON SUSPECT”

FULL SCREEN
TITLE: “TAMERLAN TSARNAEV 
TRAVEL RECORD”
LEFT: PHOTO OF TAMERLAN 
TSARNAEV LABELLED “DEAD” 
RIGHT:
JAN 1, 2012
LEFT JFK AIRPORT FOR MOSCOW, 
RUSSIA
OVERSEAS FOR 6 MONTHS 
JULY 17,2012 
RETURNED TO JFK

FULL SCREEN MS ANDREW 
KUCHINS

done that needed to be done... help us 
understand...

... How often does the FBI get requests like 
this? And what is the proper procedure for 
follow-up there?

ANDREW KUCHINS: Boy that's a tough 
question, but I think that the answers to those 
questions are ones that we need to know. The 
FSB, the Russian Intelligence Services 
approached the US Intelligence Services, the 
FBI, with some information about Tsarnaev 
or at least a request that we, the US 
intelligence officials follow up with him.
And the FBI did, they went through their due 
diligence, they interviewed Tsarnaev along 
with his father and looked into what websites 
he was looking into...

. . ..and whattnot and decided he was not a 
person of danger at that time...

. . ..now again I would like to know what was 
the information that the FSB had on hm that 
led them to be concerned. Was it just simply 
that they saw that he was a Chechen in the 
United States? There aren't that many of 
them, about 50 or so, who was visiting 
radical islamic websites more often? But then
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LOWER THIRD: “THE RUSSIAN 
CONNECTION: RUSSIAN GOV'T 
SOUGHT FBI’S HELP IN 2011 TO 
PROBE BOSTON SUSPECT”

FULL SCREEN [STAGNANT] WORLD 
MAP
TITLE: MARATHON BOMBER'S 
TRAVEL
UPPER LEFT: Photo of Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev w/his name underneath.
Markers: RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
[geographic area highlighted], NY 
[geographic area highlighted], MOSCOW, 
RED ARROW from NY to MOSCOW 
[Dated: January 12, 2012], RED ARROW 
from MOSCOW to NY [dated: July 17, 
2012],

this guys goes to Dagestan in January of last 
year and spends six or seven months...

...what do we, what do the Russian 
Intelligence Services know about what he 
was doing there? To what extend was the 
FSB following up...

...on this guy? And when he returned to the 
United States, similarly, what was the FBI 
doing? Was he still someone that they 
thought there should be some concern about? 
Those are big questions.


